
 

Worship Packet for Sunday, March 22, 2020 
 

Pastor Ho Lee: 617-894-3545 

Church Office: 920-833-7308 

www.seymour-umc.org 

secretary@seymour-umc.org 

“New Life United Methodist Church - Seymour” on Facebook 

Dear New Life UMC Family and Friends,  

As you know, Gov. Tony Evers declared a public health emergency and requested all schools to close 

from March 18 (Wednesday) to April 6 (Monday) to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Now, we have more 

than 30 confirmed cases in Wisconsin. In response to the current situation caused by the virus, our church 

leaders had several meetings and decided to a few things to be and do the body of Christ in this time of uncer-

tainty. The following important announcements arose from these meetings.  

 

 

1. Church will be closed from March 17 (Tuesday) to April 5 (Sunday).  
More than fifteen church leaders gathered together after the worship service on March 15 and unani-

mously agreed that the church needs to be closed from March 17 to April 5 in order to fight against the 

spread of COVID-19. Some church members might think there is nothing to worry about this virus, comparing 

the death rate of COVID-19 to the one of flu in the United States. I agree with it to some extent, considering 

spreading fear, anxiety, panic, and consequent overreactions. However, at the same time, we should remem-

ber this virus is super-contagious and we do not know much about it yet. Differently from the common flu, 

Coronavirus is now spreading all over the world, affecting all people’ lives on earth. Also, there are some vul-

nerable groups to this virus. In this situation, taking a cautious measure, following medical experts and public 

organizations, is best to ensure the safety of all church and community members. I hear what happened in the 

churches of South Korea, where the outbreak of COVID-19 happened before us. Some churches resisted clos-

ing their doors in spite of government urging. Now they are becoming the hotbed of this virus, harshly blamed 

and criticized by Korean society. Practicing social distancing, as most medical experts recommended, is the 

way to love our neighbors in this particular situation. The church building will not be accessible, but the 

church office will remain open. You can call the office for further information and pastoral support.  

 

 

2. Online Worship Service will be held via Facebook Live. 
 However, we will not cease to be the body of Christ. We will continue to worship together in a new 

way. We decided to have online worship service via Facebook Live on 3/22, 3/29, and 4/5 at 10:00 AM. If you 

do not have a Facebook account yet, I strongly recommend you create one. If you need any support for join-

ing the online worship service, do not hesitate to contact the church office (920-833-7308)and me (617-894-

3545). The worshipping materials will be mailed to your house before each Sunday in the form of a packet, 

including worship order, prayers, sermon script, announcements and so on. You can participate in the online 

service without any confusion or you can have your own worship service with this packet.  

 



 

 3. God’s School/ Youth Group/ Lenten Service are cancelled.  
 God’s School, Youth Group, and Lenten services on Wednesdays are cancelled from March 18 to April 

15. On Holy Week from April 5 to 11, we will not have any Wednesday services. Instead, we will have Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday service unless there are some changes in the current situation. God’s School and 

Youth group will resume April 15 at 6:00 PM.  

  

 

 4. Events and Missions will be postponed or cancelled.  
 Almost all scheduled events and mission during the period of the church closure will be postponed or 

cancelled. New Member class, Lenten Book Study, regular homebound visitation, and several different 

meetings are cancelled. Three infant baptisms are suspended. Basket Bonanza and Potluck Luncheon will be 

rescheduled. However, Our Kids Snack Bag Program and Pillars Adult Shelter Meal will still go because we 

cannot ignore the marginalized in our society in this time of uncertainty. Coordinators of these missions, Kate 

and Becky, might ask you for some help in the near future. Please watch for any announcements.  

 

 

 5. What should we do as the body of Christ in this time?  
 In this time of uncertainty, one important thing we should is be connected to each other as the Body 

of Christ. For this, our church leaders voluntarily decided to call some church members to check in every 

week. Do not be surprised to receive a call from our church leaders and me. Furthermore, if you need pastoral 

support or visitation, I will be there. Do not hesitate to call me or the church office. Also, I strongly encourage 

you all to invest your time for deepening your relationship with your family, friends, neighbors, and church 

members. Above all, please be connected with other church members through the online worship.  

Secondly, pay attention to your relationship with God by prayer and reading the Bible. This is not only 

a public health emergency, but also Lent. Take this time to deepen your relationship with God. Maybe this 

time could be the best time to be alone and deepen our relationship with God. Take a certain time and pray 

before God and read the Bible, especially the book of Matthew in order to reflect on Jesus’ life and ministry. 

To help your reading the book of Matthew, I plan to live-stream the “Book of Matthew Challenge” via Face-

book Live two times a week. I have not decided on the date and time yet, but I will announce it soon via Face-

book and the church webpage. Please join and read the Book of Matthew together.  

 

For questions or concerns at this time, please contact one of the following church leaders: 

Pastor Ho Lee 617-894-3545 

Church Office 920-833-7308 

Susan Tilot, Church Council Chair 920-621-8441 

Cindy Van De Hei, Finance Chair 920-716-2111 

Chris Skenandore, SPRC Chair 920-621-0983 

Jeff Crooks, Lay Servant 920-450-9131 

Becky Mueller, Lay Leader 920-464-0320 
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 Online Worship Service on March 22nd 
 

WELCOME AND PRAYER 

 

SONG OF PRAISE: “His Name Is Wonderful” 

His name is wonderful, his name is wonderful,  

His name is wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.  

He is the mighty King, Master of everything;  

His name is wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.  

 

He’s the great Shepherd, the Rock of all ages,  

Almighty God is he;  

Bow down before him, love and adore him,  

His name is wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.  

 

PRAYER (In Unison)  

Leader: Jesus lived a very human life; there were times of mourning and times of  

               rejoicing.  

All: Jesus celebrated the joy of friendship, love, celebration, and togetherness.  

 Leader: Jesus suffered the pain of loss, betrayal, rejection, and loneliness.  

All: Jesus mourned the isolation of sadness, discouragement, and loneliness.  

 Leader: In our moments of joy, we can turn to God with thanksgiving.  

All: In our times of need, we can lift up our prayers, knowing that God hears us and  

        understands.  

Together:  

Eternal God, you tell us that for everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven: You are with us from the time we are born until the time that we 

die. As we go through our lives, we pass through many seasons and experience the ups 

and downs of life; there is a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 

time to dance; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw 

away; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a 

time for war and a time for peace. Gracious God, in every time and season, remind us 

that you are with us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  
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SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 15:33-39 
33 At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three 

hours. 34 At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why did you abandon me?” 
35 Some of the people there heard him and said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah!” 36 One of 

them ran up with a sponge, soaked it in cheap wine, and put it on the end of a stick. Then 

he held it up to Jesus' lips and said, “Wait! Let us see if Elijah is coming to bring him down 

from the cross!” 
37 With a loud cry Jesus died. 
38 The curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 The army 

officer who was standing there in front of the cross saw how Jesus had died.[b] “This man 

was really the Son of God!” he said. 

 

SERMON: Final Words 4: “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?” 

 You can find the sermon script on pages 6—9. 

 

OFFERING 

Please send your offering to the church office by placing a stamp on the enclosed  

envelope and mailing it or using electronic giving.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

 With our gifts and our lives, we wish to follow the living way Christ has opened 

for us. We respond to the call of love that we have heard, reaching out to one another 

in the programs of this church and extending our helping hands to our community. 

May our mission be expanded beyond the reaches of our sight to share in causes and 

outreach that benefit all your children. Give wings to the testimony of our words and 

deeds, that the world may believe the good news. Amen.  

 

JOY AND CONCERN  

If you have any joys and concerns you would like to share with other church members, 

please contact Pastor Ho Lee or the church office via email, Facebook, or phone.  

 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
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 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SENDING HYMN: “My Jesus, I Love Thee”  

1. My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine;  

For thee all the follies of sin I resign.  

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou;  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.  
 

2. I love thee because thou hast first loved me,  

And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree;  

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow;  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.  
 

3. In mansions of glory and endless delight,  

I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright;  

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow;  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.   
 

BLESSING 

 Leader: Go as disciples into a world that rejects Christ’s message.  

      Go as defenders of the faith that heals and saves.  

 All: How can we love when love is ridiculed and rejected?  

         How can we face disappointment and scorn?  

 Leader: Live as people of hope, serving a faithful God.  

      Know that you are loved and sent on a mission.  

 All: We are growing to believe what we have heard.  

        Jesus has borne our griefs and died to make us whole.  

 Leader: Make your witness to the truth you have heard.  

     Your service will prosper and bear good fruit.  

 All: We will trust in the God who delights in us.  

         We will follow our savior in love and service. Amen.  
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   Sermon Series: Final Words 4 

“My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?”  
  

 

1. Feel Rejected and Abandoned  

 We have explored the meaning of Jesus’ seven last words during Lent. Today, we will look at the 

fourth last words and explore their meaning, which will teach us who Jesus is and how we should live our 

lives as disciples of Jesus Christ. In fact, while I was studying and preparing this sermon, I thought these last 

words of Jesus would be very appropriate and needed for our church members and me in this time of uncer-

tainty. Let us look at Jesus’s last words first. 

 

 “At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  – Mark 15:34 -   

 

  This final saying is somewhat difficult to understand. Some people might feel uncomfortable and 

even confused to accept that these words came from Jesus on the cross. “Jesus is our savoir, and the divine. 

Why did Jesus say such things on the cross?” Considering Jesus’ physical, psychological, and spiritual suffer-

ing and pain on the cross, it is understandable to some extent why Jesus says this. As we already know, Jesus 

is a human being like us. However, when we reflect on today’s last words of Jesus in a sincere way, more 

questions arise. From this saying, Jesus seems to feel rejected, abandoned, and lonely. From a certain per-

spective, Jesus even seems to doubt about God and did not know what would happen next. Jesus future 

looks uncertain. Although we understand Jesus’ humanness, His uncertainty for God and his future makes us 

feel uncomfortable and confused. At the same time, we could ask the following questions; “Where was God 

when Jesus says this?” “Does God really abandon Jesus to die on the cross?”  

 How can you understand this last saying? There are various attempts to understand this saying by 

many spiritual ancestors and biblical scholars. Some of them understand that God was in silence and hid him-

self from Jesus to save all human beings on earth. That is, God sacrificed Jesus to the point that Jesus felt re-

jected and abandoned from God. Other people were against this understanding. If God really abandoned his 

only son, He looks like a cruel father who ruthlessly put his only son into death to save others and He himself 

did not do anything for that. That is why they alternatively understand that God himself died on the cross at 

the same time when Jesus died on the cross. That is the why Jesus could not communicate with God on the 

cross. In fact, the book of Mark and Matthew, which show this last saying, did not explain the meaning of it. 

Whether you believe the former understanding or later, one thing is for sure: this last saying shows that Je-

sus was uncertain about God’s plan and his future, feeling rejected, abandoned, and lonely.  

 

2. Faith: The Pursuit of Certainty?   

The point I would like to focus on today is “uncertainty.” Before Jesus’ last words, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”, why do we feel uncomfortable and annoyed? This is because we consciously 

and unconsciously think that Jesus is supposed to know everything as the divine one, as our savior. Some 

Christians might think that Jesus should be certain in his way, even his death. So, they would like to see Jesus 

die on the cross with certainty like a hero without any hesitation. These last words seem to reveal Jesus’  
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doubt and uncertainty, which could be considered as unbelief and weakness. They could be the rea-

son for the writers of the books of Luke and John not to mention this last words in their gospels. What do 

you think? Do you think his last words shows Jesus’ unbelief and weakness? What do his last words show and 

teach us?  

In order to answer to this question, we need to tackle our understanding of faith first. Somehow, 

many Christians nowadays understand faith as certainty. They believe that if they feel and think they are cer-

tain in their life, future, and certain statement, that is real belief, real faith. That is why they pursue certainty 

in their lives. In our society, we can see that people argue with each other about certain issues and become 

divided, considering each other as their enemies. You can see these divisions everywhere, especially politics 

and religion. Each party claims that they know what is right. Worse, they emphasize their opinion by using 

God’s name. That is, God is with them, not the other party. Furthermore, they claim that they hold the truth, 

not others. They act like they possess the truth and they are defenders of the truth.  

Whenever I hear these arguments, like they know exactly what is the will of God for a certain issue, or 

they know the truth, I ask myself this question: what is the truth? According to the Bible, the truth is Jesus. 

The book of John clearly says that Jesus is the way and the truth and the life. Before this, I would like to ask 

some questions to those who claim they know the truth for a certain issue. Do you know Jesus fully? Do you 

know God fully? Do you possess truth? I was born and raised as a Christian and have studied the Bible and 

Jesus professionally for around twenty years now, but still I do not understand Jesus. The more I learn and 

experience Jesus and God, the more I realize that I do not know about Him or Her. In fact, the more I study 

the Bible and experience God, the more questions I find rather than answers. Jesus and God are mysterious. 

Certainly, we can find the trace of God on earth, encounter with Jesus in our spiritual journey, and experi-

ence the Holy Spirit in our lives. However, we just see, experience and know God partially, not fully. We need 

to remember we are limited. The Apostle Paul affirmed our limitation to know God.  

 
 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. - 1 Corinthians 13:12 -  

 

From this understanding, we realize that we know God, Jesus, and the truth partly and we are limited. 

Thus, the argument of knowing God and knowing the will of God should be cautious, recognizing our limita-

tion. However, why do many people act like they possess Jesus and the truth? One of the main reasons is 

that they believe that certainty is real faith. It is not surprising to see that a lot of televangelists speak that 

our faith and belief lead us to certainty in our lives. This certainty is not only about our emotion and thought, 

but also our situations. They propagandize that if we believe in God, God will provide health, success in our 

career, recognition from other people, good relationships, financial security and so on. That is, they believe 

that faith leads us to the certainty in our lives. Also, some pastors claim that they know the will of God for a 

certain disaster like the current situation of COVID-19.  

 

3. Faith: Trust in God in spite of Uncertainty  

 Let us turn our attention to our lives. Do you find certainty in your spiritual journey? Do you always 

see happiness and excitement in your life and expect a rosy future? Does your life go as smoothly as you 

plan? I believe your answer would be no. Me either. From time to time, we encounter unexpected events in  

Worship Packet Page 7 of 9 



 
our lives, which brings us some negative feelings such as disappointment, fear, doubt, and anger. You might 

feel abandoned and rejected by God in that situation. Our lives are filled with uncertainty. We find ourselves 

praying the same prayer as Jesus did on the cross: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”   

 Is this uncertainty a sign of a lack of faith? Do you think that Jesus’ saying, ‘My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?’ shows His weakness and unbelief? No. Rather, Jesus’ last saying shows his deep trust 

in God. Whatever the reason could be, Jesus seemed not to communicate with God or not to feel the pres-

ence of God on the cross. Also, he was apparently not sure about all the situations he faced on the cross, 

maybe not sure for his future. That moment, what Jesus did is to call out God, to pray to God. In his time of 

uncertainty and suffering, what Jesus did is to search for God by calling out to Him or Her. In the most diffi-

cult, humiliating, and uncertain moment, Jesus cried out to God. Paradoxically, it shows how much Jesus de-

pends on God and trusts in God. In spite of his suffering, humiliation and uncertainty, he believed in God.  

 In addition, these last words could be understood as the first line of Psalm 22. Some people might 

think and read psalm as prose. However, psalm is poetry and Jewish people in Jesus’ time sang psalm as 

song. Psalm 22 is a popular hymn Jewish people sing often like our popular hymn “Amazing Grace.” Psalm 22 

starts with this stanza. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” I believe that when Jesus says these 

words, Jewish people who heard this see him singing Psalm 22. As I mentioned several times in my previous 

sermons, speaking on the cross takes a lot of effort, so he could say the first stanza only. However, other 

people surrounded by his cross thought about Psalm 22 when they heard his words.  

 Interestingly, this psalm, written by King David, has many parallels with Jesus’ situation.  

 

 All who see me mock at me, they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; (verse 7)  

My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws (verse 15) 

 A company of evildoers encircles me. My hand and feet have shriveled (verse 16)  

They divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots. (verse 18) 

 

 We can see why Jesus tries to sing this psalm to express his suffering situation and consequently his 

emotions. One of the important characteristics we need to focus on is that this psalm starts describing his 

desperate situation and asking for God’s help. But this psalm ended, reaffirming the trust in God and praising 

God. If Jesus really tries to sing Psalm 22 on the cross, we can see that Jesus not only expressed his uncer-

tainty and consequent suffering, but also reaffirmed his trust in God in spite of his dreadful pain on the cross.  

 From Jesus’ last words, we learn that faith is not the pursuit of certainty. In fact, certainty could be 

seen as the opposite to faith. If you are really certain, that is not faith, but fact. Real faith, we can learn from 

Jesus on the cross, is trust in God in spite of uncertainty. Faith is to trust in God and take a step into darkness 

and an uncertain future.  

 

 4. Uncertainty Lead us to deeper Truth!  

In fact, the uncertainty in our lives leads us to deeper faith, to deeper truth. The one big thing I 

learned while I have lived in the United Stated for ten years is that uncertainty is a blessing. While I have 

lived in this new land, I have experienced that almost all of my plans, even small ones, for the future, failed. 

Although I did my best to accomplish my plan, which I believed would lead me to success, but almost all my 

plans are crushed due to unexpected events. I was frustrated, disappointed, angry and depressed because of  
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this uncertainty in my life. I used to fight with God regarding this issue, asking what I wanted to ac-

complish for God’s name. However, through all these crushed and failed plans for years, I finally learned that 

God has another plan for me, which would be the best for me. Until I gave up my plan and trusted in God for 

an uncertain future, I did not see it. Constant uncertainty in our lives teaches my wife and I who God is and 

how we trust in God.  

In our lives, we see this uncertainty often. Especially, before the spread of COVID-19, we see this un-

certainty in our lives vividly. Some people might face this uncertain situation with fear, discouragement, pan-

ic, frustration and so on. However, I would like to encourage our church members to see this uncertain situa-

tion as an opportunity to deepen our faith and relationship with God. Embrace the uncertainty in our lives 

and trust in God who guides our lives constantly. In this time of uncertainty, just stick to what God asks us to 

do. Love God and love our neighbors. When we try to trust in God despite all uncertainty in our lives and do 

our best to love God and love our neighbors, God does miraculous things in our lives as God resurrected Je-

sus from the dead. I hope this situation become the opportunity all our church members and our community 

to see who God is and experience how God work through us. I finish my sermon by sharing the following Bi-

ble passage.  

 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice in so far as you are sharing Christ’s suffer-

ings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.    

     - 1 Peter 4:12-13 

 

  

Questions to Ponder  

1) Why does Jesus cry out, saying “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?” What is 

the significance of this for Jesus? For you?  

2) What did Jesus do when he felt forsaken by God? What do you do when you experience 

tough times? 

3) From time to time, some religious leaders interpret natural disasters as God’s will. How do 

you perceive this interpretation? Why?  

4) What kind of uncertainty did you encounter in your life? How did this uncertainty affect 

you and your spiritual journey?  

5) Due to the spread of COVID-19, we have experienced an unprecedented social situation. In 

this unexpected and uncertain situation, what is your plan to love your God and your 

neighbor?  
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