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‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for  
today.            Matthew 6:34 

 On almost every modern technological device, there is a pause button.  This allows us to step away from 
whatever is demanding our attention to stop for a moment, to attend to other needs.  My siblings in Christ, the 
current pandemic is inarguably pressing pause.  For many, this is a terrible disruption, for others a source of ex-
treme anxiety, and for still others a life-changing, paradigm-shifting event.  It touches every aspect of our global 
community, every aspect of our institutional life, and every aspect of our individual day-to-day existence.  
 Our own General Conference is being rescheduled from 2020 until 2021.  As embroiled in disagreement 
and talk of division as The United Methodist Church has been, this is a period for us to pause, to rethink our posi-
tions, to defuse the debate, and to prayerfully discern – what does this extra time mean?  Perhaps this extra time 
may grant us a deeper wisdom and creativity on how we will live out our future together. 
 This is also a time for us to pause as Christian disciples and to reflect on who we are in the world.  It has 
seldom been our reality that we stand as a single people against a pervasive, all-consuming, all-inclusive 
threat.  Artificial boundaries of “us” and “them” have been erased.  Where the COVID-19 virus is concerned, it 
impacts all of us together. 
 I want to call all the Wisconsin United Methodists to pause with me to consider the lives lost to this virus, 
the lives adversely impacted, and the ongoing suffering it produces.  Too often we want to gloss over the pain and 
negativity of the pandemic to race to a vision for a day when this will all be behind us.  But in reality, it will never 
be behind us.  Our world will be forever changed by this pandemic.  But let us press pause and think about how 
we will move through these days ahead. 
 Pray for those who contract this virus.  Most will recover, and we celebrate this reality with those who can 
rejoice.  But many will die, many will suffer, many will not recover, and it is important that we mourn with those 
who mourn and grieve with those who grieve.  We have an incredible job of prayer ahead of us.  There should not 
be a day that goes by that we do not pray for all the lives touched by this virus. To be faithful in our prayer, we 
must intentionally press pause and make time to be with God and to be one with our suffering world. 
Of course, we never stop there.  We do trust in God that “all things work together with God for those who love 
God.” We must be a people of love for those who will die, but also with those who will live.  We are a people of 
love for those who lose jobs and suffer economic need, and also with those who have resources and can 
share.  We acknowledge those who are living in fear and anxiety while asking God to provide the courage, 
strength, and conviction we need to offer comfort and grace.  We trust in God’s healing and we proclaim resur-
rection. 
 We are living in unprecedented days.  For those of us in the United States, we are being given an oppor-
tunity to experience what a significant population deals with every day – uncertainty, anxiety, life-and-death deci-
sions, scarcity of needed resources, and life-altering factors beyond our control.  May our faith provide us with 
the firm foundation upon which we can face these difficult days.  And may the Holy Spirit of God who unites us 
and makes us one help us to feel connected even when we are “socially distanced.”  Have faith, my Wisconsin 
friends in Christ, for God is doing a great thing among us, even in the midst of this time of pausing. 
 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 



 

 Online Worship Service on March 29th 
 

PRELUDE 

 Prelude will start 5 minutes before the worship  

 service. Please join and pray with piano music. 

 

WELCOME AND PRAYER 

 

SONG OF PRAISE: “As the Deer” 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you.  

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you.  

You alone are my strength, my shield; 

to you alone may my spirit yield.  

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you.  

 

SONG OF PRAISE: “Since Jesus Came into My Heart”  

Verse 1  

What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought  

Since Jesus came into my heart  

I have light in my soul for which long I had sought,  

Since Jesus came into my heart 
  

Chorus  

Since Jesus came into my heart, since Jesus came into my heart,  

Floods of joy o’er my soul like the sea billows roll,  

Since Jesus came into my heart.  
 

Verse 2  

I have ceased from my wandering and going astray,  

Since Jesus came into my heart 

And my sins, which were many, are all washed away,  

Since Jesus came into my heart 
 

Chorus  

Song continued on next page 
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“Since Jesus Came into My Heart,” continued 

Verse 3  

I’m possessed of a hope that is steadfast and sure,  

Since Jesus came into my heart  

An no dark clouds of doubt now my pathway obscure,  

Since Jesus came into my heart  
 

Verse 4 

I shall go there to dwell in that City, I know,  

Since Jesus came into my heart  

And I’m happy, so happy, as onward I go,  

Since Jesus came into my heart 

 

SONG OF PRAISE: “Fill My Cup, Lord”  

Verse 1   

Like the woman at the well I was seeking  

For things that could not satisfy;  

And then I heard my Savior speaking;  

“Draw from my well that never shall run dry.”  
 

Chorus  

Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up Lord!  

Come and quench this thirsting of my soul;  

Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more 

Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.  

 

PRAYER (In Unison)  

We come to you, God, because we are thirsty. Our spirits need the refreshing water of 

your word, just as our bodies need the refreshment of a cool drink. We worship you 

with joy, for we can already feel the gift of your presence all around us. Now open our 

ears that we may hear all that you expect of us. Open our lives to your truth and pre-

pare us to follow Jesus in accepting the unacceptable, challenging the conventional 

and joining together in a harvest for your realm. Amen.  
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SCRIPTURE READING: John 19:25-30 
25 Standing close to Jesus' cross were his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing 

there; so he said to his mother, “He is your son.” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “She is your mother.” From that time the disciple took her 

to live in his home. 
28 Jesus knew that by now everything had been completed; and in order to make the scrip-

ture come true, he said, “I am thirsty.” 
29 A bowl was there, full of cheap wine; so a sponge was soaked in the wine, put on a 

stalk of hyssop, and lifted up to his lips. 30 Jesus drank the wine and said, “It is finished!” 

Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

SERMON: Final Words 5: “I Am Thirsty” 

You can find the sermon script on pages 6—11. 

 

OFFERING 

Please send your offering to the church office by placing a stamp on the enclosed  

envelope and mailing it or using electronic giving.  

 

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

  Thank you, God, for all the ways we have benefited from the labor of others. We 

offer our best for the sake of brothers and sisters who need the love and encourage-

ment you are eager to share through us. Keep us from being ungrateful as we continue 

to receive so much more than we stop to realize. When life is difficult, help us to en-

dure and to hope because your love is sure and certain, ours to receive and to give, in 

Christ’s name. Amen.   

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

If you have any joys and concerns you would like to share with other church members, 

please contact Pastor Ho Lee or the church office via email, Facebook, or phone.  
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 PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SENDING HYMN: “Fill My Cup, Lord”  

Verse 1   

Like the woman at the well I was seeking  

For things that could not satisfy;  

And then I heard my Savior speaking;  

“Draw from my well that never shall run dry.”  
 

Chorus  

Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up Lord!  

Come and quench this thirsting of my soul;  

Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more 

Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.  
 

BLESSING 

 Leader: The peace of God goes with us and dwells with us.  

      By God’s grace, we share in the hope of glory. 

 All: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

          Through this love, we are reconciled to God.  

 Leader: Go, therefore, to tell your friends and neighbors.  

      God has done great things for us.  

 All: God is to be worshiped in spirit and truth.  

        Every moment of every day is a time for praise.  

 Leader: We scatter, singing songs of thanksgiving.  

      We will make a joyful noise, in praise to God.  

 All: We will also listen for messages God sends.  

        God is among us and goes with us every day. Amen.  
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   Sermon Series: Final Words 5 

“I Am Thirsty”  
  

1. The Meaning of “I am Thirsty”  

 We have been reflecting on Jesus’ seven last words on the cross during Lent. Although these seven 

last words of Jesus are short, the meanings of them are deep, telling us who Jesus is and how we should live 

our lives as disciples of Jesus Christ. God’s vivid message to us from these last words is timely, especially in 

light of the pandemic we have faced caused by COVID-19. Also, it is appropriate to reflect on the meaning of 

the cross, which is the central value of Christianity, in this Lenten period. Today we will focus on the last say-

ing of Jesus on the cross: “I am thirsty.” First of all, let’s see how the Bible, the book of John, describes this 

last saying on the cross while imagining the scene.  

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I 

am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a 

branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  

 Within these two short verses, we can find a lot of meaning. For example, the writer of the book of 

John says the reason Jesus said these words and drank sour wine right before he died is to fulfill the scrip-

ture. Many scholars agree that the scripture Jesus was fulfilling is Psalm 69:21: “And for my thirst they gave 

me vinegar to drink.” (Sour wine is cheap wine, that was known as wine vinegar.) From this, we can see Je-

sus is the Messiah sent to fulfill God’s plan. Also, the Book of John gives us some details that they used “a 

branch of hyssop” to help Jesus to drink this wine vinegar. The hyssop branch was used to sprinkle the blood 

of the lamb over the doorpost of Jewish peoples’ houses when God liberated them from the oppression of 

Egypt by the last plague, the killing of all firstborn sons. Through this detail, the book of John once again 

shows Jesus as the lamb of God who died liberating us from eternal damnation.  

 I do not want to explore these details and its meanings today although they are important. Today I 

would like to focus on the last word itself, “I am thirsty,” and its meanings to us today. What are the mean-

ings of this saying? Why did Jesus say this?  

 Apparently, Jesus said he was thirsty because he was physically thirsty. He had been mocked and tor-

tured before he was crucified. Also, he had hung on the cross for six hours when Jesus said he was thirsty. 

Imagine how much he had bled for this lengthy period of time. In addition, the area where Jesus was cruci-

fied is a desert where the weather is dry and hot. It was natural for Jesus to be thirsty. Furthermore, accord-

ing to the account of John, it was almost the last moment of Jesus on the cross when Jesus expressed his 

thirst. When people are approaching death, one of their common symptoms is thirst. As a human being, 

there was no surprise he felt thirst right before he died.  

 However, I do not believe this saying only indicates Jesus’ physical thirst. There are much deeper and 

spiritual meanings behind this simple statement. We should notice this last saying is only recorded in the 

book of John. As I mentioned in the previous sermons, an important characteristic of John is that almost all 

stories in this book convey two different meanings: literal and spiritual meanings. If physical thirst of Jesus is  
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the literal meaning of this simple saying, there will be deeper and spiritual meaning for this statement also. 

What would be the spiritual meaning of this last saying? There are various meanings. However, while I reflect 

on this saying, the one meaning hitting me hard is the following: the fountain of living water now dried up. In 

the book of John, Jesus repeatedly declared that Jesus is the living water. In particular, the book of John, 

chapter seven shows this.  

 “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who believes in me drink.” 

 This living water now dried up. What does that mean? In order to understand this meaning in a deep-

er way, I invite you to look at another well-known story in the Book of John, Samaria woman at the well.   

 

2. Samaria Woman at the Well and Her Thirst 

 I believe you have already heard this story at least several times in the church if you have been in the 

church for a while. One day, on the way back to Galilee from Judea, Jesus arrived in one of the cities in Sa-

maria. While Jesus was sitting and resting near Jacob’s well, his disciples went to a city to buy some food. A 

Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water. At that time, Jesus approached her, asking her to give him 

a drink. From this, Jesus and the Samaritan woman had some interesting dialogue regarding various topics, 

such as water, her husbands, worship and so on. Then, she realized that Jesus is Messiah, sharing this news 

with others. That is the gist of the story.  

 In order to understand a spiritual meaning of Jesus’ final words, “I am thirsty”, we need to focus on 

the thirst of the Samaritan woman at the well. What kind of thirst does she have? I found four different types 

of thirst from her.  

 Obviously, she was physically thirsty. That is why she came to the well to draw water. Secondly, the 

Samaritan woman was relationally thirsty. According to the conversation with Jesus, this woman had six 

different boyfriends who were not her husband. It sounds like she had affairs with six different men. She 

might be on and off in her romantic relationships, changing partners constantly. Either way, she did not have 

a stable relationship. Why not? We do not know. The Bible does not tell us. However, whatever reason it 

would be, she seemed to have a strong desire for a deep and meaningful relationship with others as we all 

do in our lives, although she failed again and again. These failed relationships negatively affected her reputa-

tion in her town. I believe she was probably considered by other Samaritan town people as dirty or filthy. 

That is why she came to the well at noon when nobody goes due to the heat. Her failed relationships with 

men pushed her into a deeper thirst for relationship.  

 Third, she was socially thirsty. Samaritan people were oppressed by the Roman Empire like other Jew-

ish people. That is, they were considered second-class citizens. At the same time, Jewish people treated Sa-

maritan people with disdain. They even did not want to be with them. When Jewish people travelled at that 

time, they usually took a detour in order to avoid the land of Samaria. What’s worse, the Samaritan woman 

was a female, who were subordinated to male. Her society was male-dominated where women were consid-

ered possessions of men. Their lives heavily depended on men. So, she was surprised when Jesus ap-

proached and asked her a drink, saying; “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”  
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In addition, this Samaritan woman had a bad reputation among other Samaria women due to her failed rela-

tionships with men. The best way to describe her social status would be the lowest of the low. Considering 

the fact that she had many questions and interests regarding society and religion, she seemed like a very pas-

sionate, active and progressive woman who did not fit in her society. Her lowest social status worsened her 

thirst for society.  

 Above all, she was spiritually thirsty. When I say spiritual, do not consider this word as the opposition 

to material. Also, do not think that spiritual is something religious. “Spiritual” indicates the fundamental 

thing related to all parts of our lives, that is, the purpose or meaning of our lives. In this way, the Samaritan 

woman was spiritually thirsty. I believe she always felt a hole in her life. She probably felt emptiness in her 

life from time to time. She sensed that something was missing in her life. In order to fill her emptiness, I think 

she actively worked on her romantic relationships, and passionately searched for religious answers. Howev-

er, many males manipulated her active engagement for romantic relationship and her passionate search for 

answers to her fundamental questions were ridiculed. Her spiritual thirst was getting worse and worse. Her 

only hope was the Messiah who will proclaim all things to her.  

 

3. Jesus Quenches Her Thirst 

 This Samaritan woman was physically, relationally, socially, and spiritually thirsty. This thirst could not 

be quenched by her romantic relationships and her search for the answer to her religious questions. Rather, 

they made her thirst worse. The Samaritan woman was desperately looking for something to quench her 

thirst. When she was in desperation, Jesus approached her and tried to communicate with her. Conversation 

between a Jewish man and a Samaritan woman at that time was unconventional and controversial. However, 

Jesus did not care how other people perceived him. What Jesus interested in was her thirst. That is why Je-

sus’ saying from the beginning of the conversation is somewhat strange. Listen:  

 “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink,’ you would have 

asked him, and he would have given you living water.”  

 The Samaritan woman did not understand what Jesus was saying. Then he said it in a clearer way.  

 “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will 

give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 

to eternal life.”  

 From the very beginning of the conversation with the Samaritan woman, Jesus revealed he is the one 

who can quench her thirst. For this living water, Jesus pointed out her deepest trouble, her relationship with 

men. Then he talked about her religious questions. In this short conversation, Jesus touched all her deepest 

concerns in relation to her thirst. Finally, Jesus, for the first time in the book of John, clearly revealed his 

identity as Messiah, which the Samaritan woman had waited for a long time. By this conversation with Jesus, 

the thirst of the Samaritan woman was finally quenched. Then, her life radically transformed. The woman 

who hid herself from others to avoid mockery and gossip became the first evangelist who courageously pro-

claimed Jesus on the street, saying “come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He can-

not be the Messiah, can he?” Jesus was the true living water for the Samaritan woman.  
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Jesus did not only give his living water to the Samaritan woman. Sharing his living water was his central min-

istry. People who were physically, relationally, socially, and spiritually thirsty kept coming to Jesus. Whenever 

they came to Jesus for this living water, Jesus did not refuse them no matter who they were. Since these peo-

ple kept coming to Jesus wherever he went whatever he did, there was no time for Jesus to rest, even to 

sleep. However, Jesus did not stop his ministry, sharing his living water, except for his time of prayer. Alt-

hough many people did not appreciate his living water, and even His disciples did not understand this mean-

ing of water, Jesus kept giving it away until he died on the cross. On the cross, Jesus did not spare the real 

drink, his blood, for all human beings, After sharing all his living water in his ministry, and shedding all his 

blood on the cross, Jesus probably found himself with nothing left for himself. Then Jesus said in a low voice, 

“I am thirsty.” I believe this sacrificial love is the meaning of this last word.  

 

4. Jesus Quenches Our Thirst: Invitation to Relationship with Jesus 

 This living water and blood of Jesus is not only for people two thousand years ago, but also for us to-

day. Jesus also quenches our thirst in our lives. We are also relationally, socially, and spiritually thirsty. 

Thanks to the advance of technology, we can be connected to each other more broadly. However, while the 

superficial relationship has increased, the meaningful relationship has decreased. People are divided over 

social, political, and religious issues and many families have been destroyed. Many people in our society 

yearn for deeper relationships with each other. Especially now when people are practicing social distancing 

due to the spread of COVID-19, we severely miss in-person meetings, events, and activities. We are thirsty 

for relationship.  

The more serious thirst is our spiritual thirst. This is because we did not often think about our spiritual 

thirst. Even we do not recognize this thirst. While many people invest a lot of time and money for their physi-

cal and financial health, they ignore their spiritual health. However, regardless of recognition of this thirst, all 

people on earth experience this fundamental thirst in their daily lives. From time to time, people experience 

emptiness or a hole in their lives, even though they have everything such as physical health, financial securi-

ty, success in their career, intimate and meaningful relationship and so on. To fill this hole, people try various 

things, such as watching TV, drinking, eating delicious food, having a party, traveling, doing drugs and so on, 

like the Samaritan woman who passionately invested herself in romantic relationships. As a result, people 

find themselves to be addicted to something, worsening their thirst. Why are people suffering from this emp-

tiness in spite of their efforts? I believe this fundamental thirst is only quenched by the relationship with 

God, Jesus. That is the reason why Jesus emphasized “Love your God” as the most important law of all 

throughout his ministry and relentlessly gave his living water until he left nothing for himself on the cross.   

 I strongly urge people to come back to our fundamental basis for our spirit: the relationship with God, 

relationship with Jesus. You might ask what we should do to strengthen our relationship with God. The an-

swer is simple and all Christians know, but interestingly very few people do it. They are spiritual disciplines, 

especially prayer and reading the Bible. I believe the current situation would be our best opportunity for 

deepening our relationship with God. Due to COVID-19, we have much more time to be alone in the house. 

How about using this time to start praying to God and reading Scripture alone?  
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5. Jesus’ Invitation to Be Living Water.  

 The last saying of Jesus, “I am thirsty”, does not only invite people to a deeper relationship with God, 

which will quench our thirst. This saying from the cross asks us to go farther. It invites us to be living water as 

Jesus was and is and will be. Jesus’ life, ministry, even his crucifixion is not only grace we receive, but also the 

way we need to follow. We should share our living water with others as Jesus showed in his life and ministry 

until he died on the cross. Certainly, we are not Jesus. So, we cannot give our living water until we say “I am 

thirsty” like Jesus on the cross. However, we can, at least, try to mimic his life as his followers. I hope our 

church members invest their time and energy to deepen their relationship with God by prayer and the Bible 

in this time of trial. I hope our church members give their living water to others by using their prayer, pres-

ence, gifts, service and witness. Amen.   

 

Questions to Ponder 

1) What is significant about this story taking place in Samaria? What is significant about 

Jesus choosing this woman as the first person to whom he revealed himself?  

 

1) Why do you think Jesus risked his reputation to ask a favor of the Samaritan woman?  

 

1) Why does Jesus change the topic of conversation so abruptly to the Samaritan woman’s 

personal life?  

 

1) What are you constantly “thirsting” for? How has Jesus satisfied you?  

 

1) When you imagine Jesus’ saying, “I am thirsty” and its scene, how do you feel? How do 

you interpret this saying?  

 

1) When do you feel a hole or emptiness in your life? Whenever you do, what do you usual-

ly do?  

 

1) What is your plan to deepen your relationship with Jesus this week?  

 

1) How will you make yourself to be living water for others this week?  
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 Book of John 4:1-42: Jesus and the Woman of Samaria 
 

4 Now when Jesus[a] learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples than 

John” 2 —although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 3 he left Judea and started back to Gali-

lee. 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the 

well. It was about noon. 

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the 

city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Sa-

maria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[b] 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 

God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 

water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from 

it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 

that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 

to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Je-

sus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you 

have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a 

prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you[c] say that the place where people must worship is in 

Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither 

on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation 

is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 

“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,[d] the one who is speaking to you.” 

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What 

do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. 

She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messi-

ah,[e] can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that 

you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to 

eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not 

say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe 

for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving[f] wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 

reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap 

that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have 

ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two 

days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what 

you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
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Announcements 
Church Office & Newsletter Status 

At the directive of the state of Wisconsin, the church office is currently closed. Pastor Ho Lee and Deanna are 

working from home. Contact Pastor Ho Lee at 617-894-3545 or leeho0531@gmail.com. Contact Deanna at 

920-833-0201 or secretary@seymour-umc.org. Because we are sending weekly packets at this time, we will 

suspend the monthly newsletter until further notice. All news and information will be found in the packet and 

online for your convenience. 
 

IMPORTANT: Holy Communion 

We want to resume in-person services as soon as possible, but the future is uncertain. Therefore, we are pre-

paring to offer in-home Holy Communion on the following dates: April 5 (Palm Sunday), April 9 (Holy Thurs-

day), April 12 (Easter) and May 3. Individual, blessed communion elements will be available for you to pick up 

on Wednesday, April 1 from 8 AM—8 PM in front of the church at both locations. Please stop by to pick them 

up so you can observe communion with us during these services. 
 

Online Giving Options Expanding 

Watch for details as we work to expand our ability to receive offerings via a button on our website and via a 

church giving app. 
 

Camp Scholarships Available 

Are your children hoping to attend church camp this summer? We’d like to help! New Life UMC will cover half 

of your camp costs to Wisconsin Methodist Camps Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne. Visit WIUMCamps.org to se-

lect your camping experience. Tiered pricing is available to you, as is a Wisconsin Camp Scholarship applica-

tion form. After registering for camp, submit your confirmation with proof of payment to the church office. 

Half of your camp cost will be reimbursed to you from the church. The camp slogan is “You belong. Here.” Let 

us help make sure you can get there. 
 

The End of an Era 

After 60 YEARS, Doug Buttles retired from the New Life UMC Dartball team at the banquet at Jackson Point on 

Monday, March 16. Doug regaled the crowd with memories of his time playing Dartball throughout the years, 

analyzing different throwing styles and recounting the importance of the camaraderie and companionship ex-

perienced by everyone involved with the Dartball league. Thank you, Doug, for all you’ve done for the Dartball 

Team! When Dartball resumes in the fall, the New Life UMC team will be looking for more players. They play 

Monday evenings from October—March. For information, speak to Doug Buttles or Clarence Mueller. 
 

General Conference Postponed 

The Executive Committee of the Commission on the General Conference made a determination that the Gen-

eral Conference will not meet in 2020 as originally planned and elected to work toward setting a date in 2021. 

In giving direction for next steps, the Commission resolved that holding the event in Minneapolis is a high pri-

ority and authorized the business manager to pursue negotiations regarding other dates available at the Min-

neapolis Convention Center in 2021. 
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