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Online Easter Worship Service on Sunday, April 12th at 10 AM 
 

PRELUDE 

 Prelude will start 5 minutes before the service. Please join and pray with piano music. 
 

OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 

 God of life,  

  through Jesus Christ  

   you have bestowed upon the world the light of life.  

 Sanctify this new fire,  

 And grant that our hearts and minds may also be kindled  

with holy desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising,  

that we may attain to the feast of everlasting light;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

LIGHTING THE PASCHAL CANDLE  

(The Leader lights the paschal candle from the fire)  

Leader: The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death  

 (The paschal candle is lifted so that all may see it)  
 

 Leader: Christ is our light! 

 All: Christ is our light! 



 

OPENNG HYMN: “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” 

 Verse 1  

  Easter people, raise your voices, sounds of heaven in earth should ring 

  Christ has brought us heaven’s choices; heavenly music, let it ring.  

  Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter people, let us sing.  
 

 Verse 2 

  Fear of death can no more stop us from our pressing here below.  

  For our Lord empowered us to triumph over every foe.  

  Alleluia! Alleluia! On to victory now we go.  
 

 Verse 3 

  Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song.  

  When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights the wrong.  

  Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs.  

 

PRAYER (In Unison)  

 God of empty tombs and empty hearts, fill us today with the joy of trusting and be-

lieving, that we might rise from the graves of our misplaced loyalties to live with Christ and 

serve wherever good news is needed. May gladness flow through us to bring inspiration and 

hope to sisters and brothers locked in prisons of despair, that all of us might have the cour-

age to love as you have loved us in Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

CHILDREN’S TIME: By Jeff Crooks 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: “John 20:1-18” 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out 

of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple 

set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scrip-

ture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

Worship Packet Page 2 of 12 



 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 

head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she 

had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Je-

sus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 

to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 

him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 

yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I 

have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

SERMON: The Meaning of Resurrection in Pandemic” 

 The sermon script can be found on pages 8-11 in this packet. 
 

HYMN: “In the Garden” 

Verse 1  

 I come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses,  

 And the voice I hear falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.  
   

Refrain 

 And he walks with me, and he talks with me,  

 and he tells me I am his own;  

 and the joy we share as we tarry there,  

 none other has ever known.  
 

Verse 2 

 He speaks, and the sound of his voice  

 is to sweet the birds hush their singing,  

 and the melody that he gave to me with in my heart is ringing.  
 

Refrain 
 

Verse 3 

 I’d stay in the garden with him through the night around me be falling,  

 But he bids me go; thru the voice of woe his voice to me is calling.  
  

Refrain 
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 HOLY COMMUNION FOR EASTER 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up you hearts.  

All: We lift them up to the Lord 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  

 always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

 Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

  brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, 

  and set before us the way of life. 
  

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  

  We praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,  

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 

  you gave birth to your Church. 

  delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

  and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

By your great mercy we have been born anew 

  to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead 

  and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 

Once we were no people, but now we are your people, 

  declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ, 

   who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 

  in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
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 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,  

  gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

When the supper was over he took the cup,  

  gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  

  poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

On the day you raised him from the dead 

  he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued 

  in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup. 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  

  as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,  

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  

  and on these gifts of bread and cup.  

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,  

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  
 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,  

  one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,  

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.   
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  

  All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen  
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
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 Giving the Bread and Cup 

 

Prayer  

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself 

to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give our-

selves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

Please send your offering to the church office by using the envelope in this packet or  

giving online via the GivePlus+ app or the church website.  

 

DOXOLOGY  

 Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;  

 Praise him, all creatures here below;  

 Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

 Thank you, God, for accepting us in ways that we had not even accepted ourselves. 

We want to do what is right and good. Receive our time and effort as well as our money, 

that your message of peace might be spread throughout our community and nation, and 

into the whole world. Inspire all of us to speak, above all else, to do your will and accom-

plish your purpose. Amen. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING HYMN: “He Lives” 

Verse 1  

  I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today;  

  I know that he is living, whatever foes may say.  

  I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer,  

  And just the time I need him, he’s always near.  

   Song continued on next page 
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 Song continued from previous page 

Refrain 

  He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!  

  He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.  

  He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 

  You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart.  
 

 Verse 2 

  In all the world around me I see his loving care,  

  And through my heart grows weary, I never will despair.  

  I know that he is leading through all the stormy blast;   

  The day of his appearing will come at last.  
 

 Refrain 
   

 Verse 3  

  Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 

  Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!  

  The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find;  

  None other is so loving, so good and kind.  
 

Refrain 

   

BLESSING 

 Leader: We have witnessed an earthshaking event.  

                  Christ has been raised! Christ is alive.  

 All: We have been raised with Christ to new life.  

        Our lives have been filled with new meaning.  

 Leader: Gates of righteousness have been opened for us.  

               Give thanks for the new life we have entered.  

 All: God is our strength and our might.  

                 Christ has become our salvation.  

 Leader: Continue to celebrate this first day of Easter.  

               There are many more to come as we grow in Christ.  

 All: God anointed Jesus with spirit and power.  

        We carry with us new empowerment for living. Amen.  
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 “The Meaning of Resurrection in Pandemic”  
  

1. Easter in Darkness  
 

Today is Easter. On this day, we commemorate and celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, overcoming the 

authority of death. The resurrection means that we are liberated from sin and consequent death. That is, 

death is not our last word anymore; we hope for the Kingdom of God. Thus, Christians are joyful and ex-

cited on this day. In the Easter worship service, we usually gather together in a large crowd, proclaim Je-

sus’ victorious resurrection, and praise the resurrected Jesus with upbeat hymns with various musical 

instruments. New Member Ceremony or Baptism during the worship service adds more joy to the 

church members. While children are excited about egg hunting and the Easter bunny, adults share their 

joy sitting around the table. In particular, our church traditionally has a Sunrise worship service designed 

and conducted by Youth group. Also, the Easter Community Meal follows the worship services. In fact, I 

was looking forward to joining the Sunrise worship service and Easter Community Meal as a new pastor 

who hasn’t experienced those church traditions yet.  

However, almost all these exciting worship service orders and events are cancelled due to the 

pandemic caused by COVID-19. We even are not allowed to be in the church building, giving up in-

person worship. Although we are together virtually via Facebook Live, it is not the same as physically be-

ing together. Honestly, I do not feel too much excitement for Easter because of the pandemic we are 

facing. Furthermore, I have been personally depressed because I need to cancel my first visit to South 

Korea in ten years due to the coronavirus. Originally, I planned to visit there right after Easter. In addi-

tion, my grandfather passed away in the middle of March, but I could not go and be with my family 

members either. I do not believe this is only my situation, but also many peoples’ situations since the 

pandemic. 

We have heard from the mass media that coronavirus cases have dramatically increased and 

many people passed away, especially this week. Social distancing has been strongly emphasized to pre-

vent the spread of the virus. It is a very necessary measure but isolation has also resulted in spreading 

fear and loneliness in society. This pandemic has negatively influenced the economy. The unemployment 

rate has soared, and many businesses are shaken, even closed. The medical system and many hospitals 

have struggled to deal with overflowing patients, putting health care providers in danger. Unexpected 

changes of the educational system lead teachers and parents alike to be confused. In the midst of all of 

this, our political polarization is getting worse. Sorrow, depression, fear, and loneliness are prevalent 

throughout society. Some people say that the current situation is worse than 9.11. In a word, we are in a 

total chaos and darkness.  

Before this chaos and darkness, what was the meaning of the resurrection? One day, one of the 

church members came to me and suggested me that it would be better for us to postpone our Easter. 

This is because we cannot celebrate Jesus’ resurrection in this situation. What is the point or meaning to 

celebrate Jesus’ resurrection in this darkness? At that moment, I agreed with her to some extent. Cer-

tainly, it was hard for me to find any excitement, hope, and light in this situation. As Easter came near, I 

worried about the Easter sermon. What could I say about Jesus’ resurrection in this time of darkness? 

What is the meaning of the resurrection in this pandemic? 
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 2. Resurrection is God’s Initiative in Darkness  
 

 While I studied today’s Bible passage, struggling with the meaning of the resurrection during the 

pandemic, one important aspect of the resurrection story I had missed before hit me hard. That is, Jesus’ 

resurrection was found in the darkness.  
 

 “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark….” - John 20:1 
 

 The background of the Easter story is darkness. This background does not only indicate the time 

of the day but also shows the general atmosphere of the story. Let’s look at Mary Magdalene who came 

to the tomb first. The book of John did not explain why she came to the tomb. However, one thing for 

sure was that she did not expect the resurrection of Jesus. When she found out the stone had been re-

moved from the entrance of the tomb, she thought some opponents took Jesus’ body from the tomb 

without examining the inside. In this case, we can easily see what kind of emotions Mary had when she 

came to the tomb. Mary came with deep grief and sorrow. Probably, the empty tomb strengthened her 

negative emotions and feelings, thinking she even lost Jesus’ body. Thus, when Peter and John came to 

the tomb together, found nothing, and returned, Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. She was in total 

darkness.  

 It would be same with two disciples: Peter and John. Before coming to the tomb, they were al-

ready depressed, having grief and sorrow for Jesus’ death and fear and worry for their unpredictable fu-

ture. In particular, Peter had struggled with his guilt regarding his betrayal of Jesus. When they found the 

empty tomb, they were full of despair. Mary and the two disciples, all of them, did not expect Jesus’ res-

urrection at all so that they were in total darkness before the empty tomb. I can say they experienced 

the deepest darkness of their lives.  

 In this darkest moment of their lives, the resurrected Jesus came to them unexpectedly. In to-

day’s Bible passage, when Mary was in total despair after losing Jesus’ body, Jesus appeared and called 

her name. That moment, she found the resurrected Jesus. Also, Jesus unexpectedly appeared before the 

disciples when they hid themselves from the public, locking the door of their gathering place out of fear. 

They didn’t seek or expect the resurrected Jesus or the resurrection. They also did not believe in the res-

urrection of Jesus. They were in the deepest darkness. But, the resurrection came to them unexpectedly. 

It is noteworthy that their experience of the resurrected Jesus and resurrection is not the result of their 

effort, but given to them as grace. Resurrection is God’s initiative.  

 As Mary and the disciples were, we are also in darkness now. The current situation could be de-

scribed as one of the darkest moments in our lives. In this darkness, it is difficult for us to have hope and 

expectations for the future. However, as the resurrected Jesus came to Mary and the disciples unexpect-

edly, He will come to us and meet with us in unexpected ways. The resurrection will come to us in an un-

expected way. Hope will come to us in an unexpected way.  

 Regarding the resurrection of Jesus, many Christians or people in the world tend to ask the fol-

lowing question: “Do you really believe in Jesus’ resurrection?” However, I think this question is second-

ary. The more fundamental and important question in relation to the resurrection is the following: “Do 

you encounter the resurrected Jesus in your life?” “Have you ever experienced the resurrection of Je-

sus?” Resurrection is not a matter of believing with your mind, but a matter of experiencing with your  
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 body. This experience of the resurrection, the encounter of the resurrected Jesus, is not the result of 

your effort or belief. It will be given to you as God’s grace. It will come to you as God’s initiative. One of 

the important meanings of the resurrection, especially today, is that God comes to us unexpectedly to 

be with us when we are in total darkness. Thus, we can boldly proclaim in darkness that death is not our 

last word. With this hope and promise, we can keep going in our darkness.  

 

3. Resurrection is Renewal  
 

 Secondly, the resurrection of Jesus means our renewal in the current situation we are facing. 

There are various opinions why we have this global pandemic. Some people say that it comes from reck-

less exploitation of nature. Others say it comes from thoughtless and arrogant scientific research. Some 

pastors even say it is God’s punishment, which I do not believe. I do not know why we have suffered 

from the spread of the virus. Also, I do not know whether this virus comes from God or human beings. 

However, what I know is that God will use this tragic situation to renew us.  

 The book of John interestingly explains in detail where Jesus’ tomb was. It was in the garden. Al-

so, when Mary Magdalene encountered Jesus at first in the tomb, she thought Jesus was a gardener. We 

can see this garden from the very beginning of the Bible, Genesis. When God created perfect human be-

ings, Adam and Eve, at first, where did He place them until they committed sin against God? Yes, it is the 

garden of Eden. From this, we can see the intention of John why he or she used the garden image con-

stantly in relation to the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus is the gardener who will renew and restore the gar-

den Adam and Eve had corrupted. The meaning of resurrection is renewal.  

 I believe this renewal is already on the way in our situation as resurrection. Regardless of the 

origin of the current pandemic, God starts using the situation for our renewal. I do not know the mean-

ing of God’s work through this situation and what it looks like exactly. However, one thing I see is that 

the busy world caused by the advance of technology and globalization suddenly stopped. Now, all hu-

man beings on earth have the unexpected chance to think about where they are and re-evaluate the di-

rection of their lives. I believe the lives of human beings will not be the same after the current pandemic 

is over. I believe God is working, at least, through followers of Jesus to renew themselves and ultimately 

the world.  

 

4. Resurrection is the beginning  
 

 Lastly, resurrection is not the completion, but the beginning. When the disciples witnessed the 

resurrected Jesus, they were comforted and encouraged. However, they were not transformed. They 

still had fear and worries for the world. Although they stayed with the resurrected Jesus for a while and 

witnessed the ascension of Jesus to heaven with their bear eyes, the disciples were still fearful. Thus, the 

disciples gathered together in a big room and committed themselves to prayer, trembling with fear. 

They were worried about the unpredictable future and potential danger so they locked the door in order 

to hide themselves from the world and prevent themselves from danger. The resurrection of Jesus pro-

vided them the starting point of their spiritual journey once again with hope and a little faith, but it was 

not complete. Later, the disciples received the Holy Spirit and then they started working with God,  
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 forming the church, which aimed to transform the world into the Kingdom of God. This mission of God is 

still on. Jesus was truly resurrected, but this resurrected Jesus did not only ask us to believe in him and 

experience him, but also invites us to take our own cross and follow him. That is the way of the cross and 

the way of the resurrection. The resurrected Jesus invites us to work with him by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

5. Conclusion: The Meaning of Resurrection in Pandemic 
 

 I believe celebrating the resurrection of Jesus in the middle of the pandemic is not only proper, 

but also perfect. This is because the resurrection comes to us in our darkest moment to shine as the light 

of the world. The resurrection means the promise that God will not leave us to be alone in this darkness 

and that darkness and death will be conquered. Also, resurrection is hope that God will renew us in a 

new way and ultimately transform the world into the Kingdom of God by working with us. The meaning 

of resurrection in this pandemic is that God will be with us, renew us, and work with us. Through all 

these meaning of resurrection, Jesus’ saying in today’s passage will be accomplished in our lives. 
  

 “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”  
 

 Through the resurrection of Jesus in this time of darkness, Jesus’ Father will be our own father, 

and Jesus’ God will be our own God.  

  I hope our church members hold on to the hope and promise that the resurrected Jesus will 

come unexpectedly and be with us in this darkness. Also, I hope our church members experience spiritu-

al renewal in this darkness and become authentic disciples who respond to Jesus’ invitation to fulfill His 

mission; that is, that our church members truly profess that God of the resurrected Jesus is our God and 

our Father. Amen.  
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Announcements 

 

EASTER FLOWERS are gifts of the following members and friends of New Life UMC: 

Dennis Brinkman   In memory of Nancy Brinkman, Vic & Fay Lueck, Otto & Margaret Brinkman 

Pam & Guy Bunnell Family  In memory of Thomas Dicke 

Gerald & Karen Hoefs   In memory of Sam & Leone Barth, Keith Barth, Sister Lavon,  

      Richard & Helen Hoefs, Melissa & Daniel Hoefs, Larry Rettman 

Virginia Moes    In memory of Art Moes 

Summer & Andy Peters  In memory of Lucille Boerst 

 

Reminder: New Giving Options 

*You can now download the GivePlus+ app from either the Apple App Store or the 

Google Play Store to make a donation to New Life United Methodist Church ONLINE using your mobile app! 

*You can also check out the new “Give” tab on the church website: www.seymourumc.org for another electronic 

option to show your love for the Lord. 

 *e-giving options provided by Vanco Services, the church’s secure online giving vendor. 

 

Cloth Masks Needed: A Call for Assistance 
St. Vincent and St. Mary’s Hospitals are in need of cloth masks to launder and redistribute to preserve medical 

masks. They are going through 1,000+ masks daily between those two hospitals alone. Thank you in advance for 

helping them by making masks. Drop off is available daily from 10 AM—2 PM at 1001 Porlier St., Green Bay (across 

from St. Vincent Hospital) or at 2710 Executive Dr., Green Bay—HSHS Administrative Offices (drop box outside). 

For questions, contact Mary.Salm@hshs.org or call 920-433-8163. 

 

Pillars Meal Update 
Pillars is remaining open during this crisis in our community. They are still relying 

on volunteers to provide meals and support. They have reduced their capacity so 

more space is allowed between mats. The guests are still sleeping on the floor in the same room and sharing bath-

room facilities. The challenge is to keep everyone safe and healthy. Groups are being excused from serving the 

meal if they are uncomfortable about entering the shelter. If a group chooses not to serve the staff will serve the 

meal, further stretching limited resources. Currently we are planning to prepare and serve dinner to the guests 

on Saturday, April 18th. Your assistance is needed. We need people to prepare and serve the meal that day. The 

shelter suggests that volunteers over the age of 60 be excused from their commitment because of increased 

health risk. We need younger volunteers to serve the meal. Extra precautions are being taken with increased em-

phasis on hand washing, using hand sanitizers and gloves, and not touching your face. Social distancing is being 

practiced as much as possible by the staff and guests.  
 

Please continue to pray for this special segment of our population. Their options are extremely limited and they 

are very vulnerable to the consequences of the outbreak without the support networks that so many of us enjoy. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support this mission of our church. Please leave a message at the church office or con-

tact Becky directly at 920-464-0320 to volunteer to help prepare and/or serve the meal. 
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