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Pastor’s Note 

 The Best Way to Join Online or Family Holy Week Services 

 Due to the spread of COVID-19, we need to give up our in-person worship service and have an online 

worship service or an individual family worship service instead. In this situation, how can we enhance our 

worship experience, especially this coming Holy Week? I believe your personal preparation and active partici-

pation makes a big difference. In particular, Maundy Thursday Worship Service and Good Friday Worship Ser-

vice, contained in this current worship packet, require preparation and active participation much more than 

other services because of special rituals in these worship services.  

 There will be three important rituals in Maundy Thursday 

Worship Service. They are handwashing, Holy Communion, and 

Stripping of the Sanctuary. For handwashing, I strongly recommend 

you prepare a basin, a jug full of water, and a towel. It would be 

okay to just watch the ritual online and reflect on the meaning of 

the ritual. However, if you actively prepare and participate in the 

ritual in your house with your family members, you find deeper 

meaning of this ritual not by your mind, but by your body. If you do not mind, I strongly recommend you 

wash your family members’ feet instead of hands, which Jesus did to his disciples 

during the last supper. For Holy Communion, you picked up the fellowship cup 

with wafer from the church. If you did not have the chance to pick it up, it would 

be okay to prepare any bread and juice( grape juice rec-

ommended) in your house and participate in commun-

ion. For Stripping of the Sanctuary or Church ritual, you 

need a black cloth. If you find any Christian ornaments or decoration in your house, 

cover them with this black cloth, except for the cross.  

 There will be two main rituals in Good Friday Worship Service: they are 

“Reflection on the Seven Last Words” and “Meditation on the Cross.” For the ritual, “Reflection on the Seven 

Last Words,” you need seven candles. As we reflect on Jesus’ final words from the 

first to the last, we will blow out the candles one by one. For the ritu-

al, “Meditation on the Cross,”  place the cross before you. I hope 

these instructions enrich your worship experience and help you to 

experience the presence of God.  



 

 Online Worship Service for Maundy Thursday, April 9th at 6 PM 
 

PRELUDE 

 Prelude will start 5 minutes before the worship  

 service. Please join and pray with piano music. 

 

INVITATION TO THE MEDITATION ON HOLY WEEK 

 Today, I invite you to reflect on Jesus’ last week be-

fore his crucifixion. There were many events and drama 

happening during this week, but I picked four important events and invite you to reflect on them 

with me. The four important events are following: 1) Jesus’ Triumphant Entry to Jerusalem, 2) Last 

Supper, 3) Prayer in Gethsemane, and 4) The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus. We will reflect on these 

events before Jesus’ crucifixion by reading the related Bible passages, sharing my reflections, sing-

ing hymns, and doing some rituals. Traditionally, many Christians have commemorated the last 

supper today as Holy (Maundy) Thursday. Certainly, we will focus more on the last supper than 

other events as our spiritual ancestors did. But, I think it would be more beneficial for our church 

members’ spiritual journey to reflect on not only the last supper but also other events in this Holy 

Week, which give us a more holistic understanding of Jesus. 

 To enhance your worship experience, I invite you to actively participate in all rituals in this 

service, especially two of them: Hand-washing and Holy Communion. It would be okay for you to 

read and watch these rituals for your reflection. However, when you physically join these rituals, 

you will experience Jesus not only with your mind, but also with your body. In particular, these 

two rituals require you to prepare some materials for your participation. For handwashing, please 

prepare a towel, pitcher or jug full of water, and a basin. For Holy Communion, you need the fel-

lowship cup you already picked up from the church. If you did not have the chance to pick it up, 

please use any bread and juice in your house. Before this journey of meditation on Holy week, I 

invite you to calm and center yourself on Jesus by praying silently.  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus,” two times 

  Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  

look full in his wonderful face,  

and the things of earth will grow strangely dim  

  in the light of his glory and grace.  
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CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Leader: My sisters and brothers, Christ shows us his love by becoming a humble servant. 

Let us draw near to God and confess our sin in the truth of God’s Spirit.  

All:    Most merciful God,  

we your church confess  

 that often our spirit has not been that of Christ.    

Where we have failed to love one another as he loves us,  

where we have pledged loyalty to him with our lips  

 and then betrayed, deserted, or denied him,  

forgive us, we pray;  

and by your Spirit make us faithful in every time of trial;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.   

Leader: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ.  

But Christ suffered and died for us,  

 was raised from the dead and ascended on high for us,  

 and continues to intercede for us.  

Believe the good news:  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

All:    In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

    Glory to God. Amen.  

 

1. TRIUMPHANT ENTRY TO JERUSALEM 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 1: “Matthew 21:6-11” 

 (When you hear the word, “Hosanna!”, wave your hands.)  
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds 

that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Worship Packet Page 3 of 20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23833b


 

REFLECTION 1: “The Kingship of Jesus”  

 When Jesus entered into Jerusalem riding on a donkey, the very large crowd passionately re-

ceived him with joy and excitement. They were spreading their cloaks and branches on the road, waving 

palms and shouting for joy: 
 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  

 It looked like the people welcomed their own king. In fact, the crowd really expected that Jesus 

would be their king sooner or later. Jesus also understood himself as the king. That is why the Pharisees 

asked Jesus to stop their followers’ shouting. He refused it, saying: “I tell you, if these were silent, the 

stones would shout out.” However, the understanding of the kingship between the crowd and Jesus was 

so different from each other. The crowd expected Jesus as a political messiah, or king who would liber-

ate them from the Roman Empire, waging a war against them. However, Jesus entered into Jerusalem to 

sacrifice himself on the cross to save all the people on earth from their sin and eternal damnation. For 

the crowd, the king is the one who climbs to the top of a society and rules over people with power and 

authority. However, Jesus’ understanding of kingship is to be the one who lowers himself to the bottom 

of society to serve others. While the people desire a king who is as powerful as they desire to be, Jesus 

desires to be a king who is the lowest of the low. The reason why Jesus rode on a small donkey instead 

of a tall horse is to show what kind of king he is.  

From this different understanding of kingship, we can see the opposing directions of life between 

the crowd and Jesus. While the crowd tries to go upward to be proud and powerful , Jesus tries to go 

downward to be humble and vulnerable. Interestingly, at Jesus’ time, the structure of the Roman Empire 

was like a pyramid: the emperor was placed on the top of the society as a son of God, a few noble peo-

ple and Roman citizens consisted of the middle with exceptional privileges, and the majority of people 

were placed on the bottom. This pyramid-like social structure drove people to desire going upward. 

However, Jesus’ life and ministry from the beginning to the end showed the opposite way: going down-

ward. From the very beginning of his life, Jesus was born in a manger, and worked as a carpenter. During 

his public ministry, Jesus usually was with the poor, the marginalized, the sinners, and the sick. While 

teaching his followers, Jesus clarifies why he was on earth: “the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” Then he died on the cross in a gruesome way.  

Jesus showed the opposite way to the world through his whole life and ministry: going down-

ward. This new way is a new order for the world. That is the Kingdom of God. In this new world, the king 

should be the one who lowers him or herself to the bottom to serve all. Jesus showed this new way, and 

invites us to join. Before this new way, new order, and new world, we need to ask ourselves: in my life 

now, do I pursue going upward or downward?   

Now, I invite you to praise our real king, Jesus, who humbled himself until his death on the cross.  
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HYMN: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

Verse 1  

  All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  

  Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,  

  Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One.  
 

Verse 4 

  All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  

  To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;  

  To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  
 

Verse 5 

  All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  

  Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,  

  Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.  

 

2. LAST SUPPER 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 2: “John 13:1-17, 31-35” 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 

and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The 

devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during sup-

per 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 

himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 

with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you 

going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 

you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 

my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 

entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for 

this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 

and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me  
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Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that 

you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are 

blessed if you do them. 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glori-

fied in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 

at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 

Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this every-

one will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

REFLECTION 2: “Love One Another”  

 This Bible passage from the book of John, chapter thirteen, shows us the scene of the last supper. 

When you think about the last supper, you can easily come up with the institution of the Lord’s supper, 

the Holy Communion. In the middle of the meal, Jesus blessed a loaf of bread and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Also, he 

blessed a cup of wine and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of 

the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” I believe you are very familiar with this saying because we hear these 

words whenever we celebrate communion in our church. This Holy communion, Eucharist, is the central 

ritual and the most important sign—act all Christians celebrate to remember Jesus’ and God’s sacrificial 

and unconditional love for us. All synoptic gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke, emphasized the institution 

of the Lord’s supper. Certainly today, we will celebrate Holy Communion to think about Jesus’ last sup-

per, which helps us to remember who Jesus is and who we are. Also, it reminds us how to live our lives 

as disciples.    

However, today’s gospel, the book of John, did not record the institution of the Lord’s supper. In-

stead, the writer of John focused on Jesus’ new commandment to his disciples. That is love one another.  
 
34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 
  

I do not believe John despised the holy communion. Rather, the book of John would like to show 

another important aspect of the last supper. When you think about the last supper, you will realize how 

much Jesus’ words, especially this new commandment, are important for all followers of Jesus. Jesus and  
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the disciples had a very close relationship. During Jesus’ public ministry, they were almost always togeth-

er. They traveled together, ate together, slept together, and did ministry together. They formed a new 

family. At the same time, Jesus was the only one who knew this would be his last meal and the last mo-

ment he would be with all his disciples. If people know their death is coming near, they usually try to 

leave the most valuable things in their lives to their loved ones. That is the reason why many people 

leave a will. From their will, we can see the most important thing for each person. From this understand-

ing, Jesus’ saying in the last supper could be understood as his will to his disciples, which would be the 

most important thing. Moreover, he said this is a ‘new commandment.’ It was very rare for Jesus to give 

us ‘commandment’, which was deeply valued for the Jewish people. Thus, Jesus’ new commandment, 

love one another, is one of the most important teachings and commandments we should remember and 

try to keep.  

By this commandment, we can see the most important standard for being a Christian. That is love, 

and loving relationships. From a certain perspective, that is the main ministry Jesus did on earth: the res-

toration and building up of the loving relationship between God and human beings, and among human 

beings. Before this fundamental standard for being a Christian, we need to ask ourselves: How much 

time, energy, and resources do we invest in loving relationships? I believe many people know the im-

portance of loving relationships. However, I am somewhat skeptical about practicing it in our own lives. 

Because the world we are living in drives us in other directions, emphasizing money, products, productiv-

ity, work, and success. Maybe, the current situation caused by COVID-19 is a great opportunity for us to 

stop and re-evaluate our life direction. How do we invest our time, energy, and resources into loving re-

lationships with our family, church members, and neighbors? What should we do now and also later 

after everything comes back to normal, to build up the loving relationships in our lives?  

 Jesus already shows the fundamental ways to build up loving relationships in our lives: humble 

ourselves and serve others. When you look at today’s Bible passage carefully, you can find how we 

should love one another: that is as just Jesus had loved us. Jesus exemplifies this by washing the disci-

ples’ feet. In the beginning of the supper, Jesus suddenly got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 

and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 

and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. The disciples were surprised and embar-

rassed by his sudden behavior. Peter, the dearest disciple of Jesus, even rejected being washed at first. 

Considering the fact that the disciples wore sandals in the desert area, and washing feet was a servant’s 

job, it is understandable why the disciples were surprised and embarrassed. However, Jesus washed 

their feet to set an example of how to love each other before he died on the cross—being a servant for 

others, giving up our own privileges, is the way Jesus showed us to love others. Ultimately, Jesus showed 

this way on the cross. The divine became a human being and was killed in a most gruesome way to save 

all. This ultimate humility and sacrifice sheds light for us on how to love others. Before Jesus’ washing 

feet and ultimately the cross, we should ask the following question: How should we love our family, 

church members, and neighbors with our time, talent, experience, and situation?  
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 Now I invite you to join the “handwashing” ritual. Please wash each other’s hands or feet in si-

lence. If you are alone in your house, please wash your own hands, imagining Jesus and your loved ones. 

While we participate in this ritual, please reflect on Jesus’ example in this last supper and on the cross. 

Also, think about to love our family, church members, and neighbors.  

 

HANDWASHING  

 (Please prepare a basin, jug full of water, and towel)  

 

HYMN FOR COMMUNION: “One Bread, One Body” 

Refrain  

  One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  

  One cup of blessing which we bless  

  And we, though many throughout the earth,  

  We are one body in this one Lord  
  

Verse 1 

 Gentile or Jew, servant or free,  

 Woman or man, no more.  
 

Refrain  

  One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  

  One cup of blessing which we bless  

  And we, though many throughout the earth,  

  We are one body in this one Lord  

 
   

Verse 2 

  Many the gifts, many the works,  

 One in the Lord of all.  
 

Refrain  

  One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  

  One cup of blessing which we bless  

  And we, though many throughout the earth,  

  We are one body in this one Lord  
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 HOLY COMMUNION 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up you hearts.  

All: We lift them up to the Lord 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  

 always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

 Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

From the earth you bring forth bread and create the fruit of the vine. 

You formed us in your image, delivered us from captivity, 

  And made covenant to be our sovereign God. 

You fed us manna in the wilderness, 

  And gave grapes as evidence of the promised land. 

  

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  

  We praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,  

When we had turned aside from your way and abused your gifts, 

  you gave us in him your crowning gift. 

Emptying himself, that our joy might be full, 

  He fed the hungry, healed the sick, 

   ate with the scorned and forgotten, washed his disciples’ feet, 

   and gave a holy meal as a pledge of his abiding presence. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 

  you gave birth to your Church. 

  delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

  and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
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 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,  

  gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

When the supper was over he took the cup,  

  gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  

  poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  

  as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,  

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  

  and on these gifts of bread and cup.  

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,  

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  
 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,  

  one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,  

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.   
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  

  All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen  

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

Giving the Bread and Cup  
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 Prayer  

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself 

to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give our-

selves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

Please send your offering to the church office by using the envelope you will receive 

with your Easter packet or give online via the GivePlus+ app or the church website.  

 

DOXOLOGY  

 Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;  

 Praise him, all creatures here below;  

 Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

 Thank you, God, for sending Jesus Christ to meet with us on this holy night. In com-

munion, we share once more in the new covenant intended for all your children. We are 

linked with them in a kinship made evident at the table and in acts of caring every day. In-

spire your church to use our offerings to spread love in your world. Amen.  

 

3. PRAYER IN GETHSEMANE  

 

SCRIPTURE READING 3: “Matthew 26:36-46” 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here 

while I go over there and pray.’ 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 

to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain 

here, and stay awake with me.’ 39And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 

prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you 

want.’ 40Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could 

you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the 

time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ 42Again he went away for the sec-

ond time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’ 43Again 

he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went 

away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45Then he came to the disciples and 

said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 

Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 
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 REFLECTION 3: “On the Way to the Cross”  

 Jesus is a human being. Jesus had a basic human desire, emotions, and feelings like us. I do 

not know how you imagine Jesus. For me, I imagine Jesus as a young guy who loves being with peo-

ple, especially the marginalized in the society. He loves having a meal with people, loves talking with 

them, loves joking with them, and loves laughing and crying with them. Jesus is a human being. We 

learned and heard this, but sometimes we forget his humanness, perceiving him only as the divine. 

In fact, you cannot see Jesus’ divinity properly if you fail to see Jesus’ humanity. This scene, Jesus’ 

prayer in Gethsemane, reveals the humanity of Jesus very vividly.  

 Right after the last supper, Jesus went to a place called Gethsemane with his disciples. There, 

Jesus asked the disciples to pray for him and he prayed to God passionately. The Bible describes his 

prayer in an elegant way, but the content of prayer is this: “Father, I do not want to die on the cross. 

Is there any other way to save them?” Truly, Jesus did not want to die on the cross. Who would? The 

people Jesus loved all will betray, abandon, and desert him soon. The Jewish people whom Jesus 

healed, taught and loved will mock him, spit on him and hurl insults on him. His mother, Mary, will 

be shocked and faint before his death. Jesus will be naked, tortured and bleeding on the cross and 

many people will enjoy watching him die. Who would want to die in this shameful and gruesome 

way? According to the Bible, Jesus had grieved and was agitated. Jesus even asked three dearest dis-

ciples to pray for him, saying, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 

me.” Then Jesus prayed all night long, struggling with his imminent death. One of the gospels, the 

book of Luke, describe his distress and struggle in this way: “his sweat became like great drops of 

blood falling down on the ground.” He desperately prayed falling down around his sweat and blood. 

However, the disciples who did not understand Jesus’ struggle and destiny fell asleep, which made 

him miserably lonely.  

 In Jesus’ Gethsemane prayer, we can see his distress, anguish, and grief as a human being. 

However, in these difficulties, we also find that Jesus still prayed to God. Jesus expressed his struggle 

very honestly with God, asking other ways. This honest prayer led Jesus to see God’s will for him 

clearly and he decided to obey God through prayer. If you are suffering, distressed, anguished and 

grieving due to your situation now, please remember Jesus who went through the same thing. At the 

same time, remember Jesus prays to God honestly sharing his feeling and thoughts. If you do this, 

this prayer will lead you see what to do in your given situation. If you obey God in spite of your 

suffering, God will use your suffering to do his miraculous work in this world as God did through Je-

sus’ cross.  

 Now, I invite you to join the ritual, “Stripping of the Church”. I will strip all decorations and 

ornaments in this sanctuary to remember Jesus’ loneliness, anguish, and distress before his immi-

nent death on the cross.   
 

STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH  
 

SPECIAL SONG: “The Power of the Cross” by Melissa Rettler  
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 4. THE BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF JESUS  

 

SCRIPTURE READING 4: “Matthew 26:47-56” 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd 

with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer 

had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ 49At once he came 

up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what 

you are here to do.’ Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51Suddenly, one 

of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, 

cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who 

take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 

he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would the scrip-

tures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ 55At that hour Jesus said to the 

crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 

Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56But all this has taken 

place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted 

him and fled. 

 

REFLECTION 4: “Betrayed, Abandoned, and Deserted”   

 After his earnest prayer in Gethsemane, Jesus decided to drink the cup of suffering God asked 

him to drink. Jesus calmly received the betrayer, Judas, and was arrested without any resistance. Je-

sus had many followers and disciples who could wage a war against those who tried to arrest him. 

Also, Jesus had the miraculous power to punish them. However, Jesus chose to obey God to the 

death on the cross. This is because that is the only way to save us from sin and eternal damnation. 

Now, I invite you to join sending hymn, “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” by thinking about Jesus 

who chose to die on the cross for you and me.  

 

SENDING HYMN: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”  

Verse 1   

 Jesus, keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain,  

 Free to all, a healing stream, flows from Calvary’s mountain.  

 In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever,  

 Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.  

   Song continued on next page 
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 Verse 3 

 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me;  

 Help me walk from day to day with its shadow o’er me.  

 In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever,  

 Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.  

 

Verse 4 

 Near the cross I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever,  

 Till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river.  

 In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever,  

 Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.  

 

BLESSING 

 Leader: We have received the mandate to love one another.  

     Christ sends us out as disciples of love.  

 All: We are messengers of the new covenant.  

                   We will share Christ’s invitation to the table.   

 Leader: We have observed Christ’s example of servanthood.  

     Now we are sent to serve in Christ’s name.  

 All: We are eager to live for Christ today.  

                   We commit ourselves to walk in Jesus’ way.  

 Leader: In the shadow of death, God’s love is made real  

     Before the cross, we are blessed and empowered.  

 All: The love of God goes with us everywhere we go.  

         In Jesus Christ, we are strengthened to love. Amen.  
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 Online Worship Service for Good Friday, April 10th at 6 PM 
 

PRELUDE 

 Prelude will start 5 minutes before the worship  

 service. Please join and pray with piano music. 

 

CALL TO WOSHIP  

Leader: Holy One, we gather together to worship you 

All:      Even as we hear the ragged breathing of the one carrying the cross,  

            Even as we hear him stumble and fall.  

Leader: Give us strength to hear the story once again.  

All:      Do not let us turn away from this bleak day.  

Leader:  Be with us in this darkness. 

All:      Amen.  

 

OPENING HYMN: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

Verse 1   

 When I survey the wondrous cross , On which the Prince of Glory died  

 My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.  
 

Verse 2 

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ, my God;  

 All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.  
 

Verse 3 

 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down.  

 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown?  
 

Verse 4 

 Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were an offering far too small;  

 Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.  

 

Worship Packet Page 15 of 20 



 

PRAYER  

Leader: Christ himself bore our sin in his body on the tree.  

 All: That we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  

 Leader: Let us pray.  

 All: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he 

might draw the whole world to himself. Grant that we, who glory in this death for our 

salvation, may also glory in his call to take up our cross and follow him; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

PSALM 22: Psalm 22:1-18, 25-31 
  

Response: O sacred Head now wounded,  

with grief and shame weighed down 
  

Leader: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

All: Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?  

 Leader: O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;  

 All: and by night, but find no rest.  

 Leader: Yet, you, the praise of Israel, are enthroned in holiness 

 All: In you our forebears trusted; they trusted and you delivered them.  

 Leader: To you they cried and were saved;  

 All: in you they trusted, and were not disappointed.  
 

Response: O sacred Head now wounded,  

with grief and shame weighed down 
 

 Leader: But I am a worm, and not human;  

 All: scorned by others, and despised by the people.  

 Leader: All who see me mock at me,  

 All: they make mouths at me, they wag their heads;  

 Leader: “He committed his cause to the Lord; let the Lord deliver him, 

        Let the Lord rescue him, for the Lord delights in him!”  

All: Yet it was you who took me from the womb;  

       You kept me safe upon my mother’ breast.  

Leader: Upon you I was cast from my birth,  

      And since my mother bore me, you have been my God.  

All: Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is none to help.  
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Response: O sacred Head now wounded,  

with grief and shame weighed down 
 

Leader: Many bulls encompass me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me;  

All: they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.  

Leader: I am poured out like water 

All: and all my bones are out of joint;  

Leader: my heart is like wax,  

All: it is melted within my breast;  

Leader: my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaves to my jaws;  

 All: you lay me in the dust of death.  

 Leader: Indeed, dogs surround me;  

 All: a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet -   

 Leader: I can count all my bones –  

 All: they stare and gloat over me;  

 Leader: they divide my garments among them,  

 All: and for my raiment, they cast lots.  
 

Response: O sacred Head now wounded,  

with grief and shame weighed down 
 

 Leader: From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  

 All: my vows I will pay before those who worship the Lord.  

 Leader: The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  

 All: those who seek the Lord shall praise the Lord! May your hearts live for ever!  

 Leader: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;  

 All: and all the families of the nations shall worship before the Lord.  

 Leader: For dominion belongs to the Lord who rules over the nations.  

 All: All who sleep in the earth shall bow down to the Lord.  

 Leader: All who go down to the dust shall bow before the Lord, and I shall live for God.  

 All: Posterity shall serve the Lord;  

 Leader: each generation shall tell of the Lord,  

     and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn.  

 All: Surely the Lord has done it.  
 

Response: O sacred Head now wounded,  

with grief and shame weighed down 
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 23:44-49 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land[l] until three in the after-

noon, 45 while the sun’s light failed;[m] and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Je-

sus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said 

this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and 

said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”[n] 48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there 

for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49 But 

all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a dis-

tance, watching these things. 

 

SERMON: Final Words 7: “Into Your Hands I Commit My Spirit”  

 

REFLECTION ON THE SEVEN LAST WORDS  

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) 

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise. (Luke 23:43)  

“Woman, here is your son,… Here is your mother.” (John 19:26-27)  

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)  

“I am thirsty.” (John 19:28)  

“It is finished.” (John 19:30)  

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46)  

 

MEDITATION ON THE CROSS  

(If you have a cross in your house, please place it in front of you and participate in the 

meditation on the cross.)  

 

SILENT PRAYER WITH SPECIAL SONG by Randy Wussow  

 

HYMN BEFORE THE CROSS: “Were You There” 

 Verse 1  

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

  Oh! ---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

   Song continued on next page 
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   Song continued from previous page 

 Verse 2  

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

  Oh! ---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
 

 Verse 3 

  Were you there when they pierced him in the side?  

  Were you there when they pierced him in the side?  

  Oh! ---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

  Were you there when they pierced him in the side?  
  

 Verse 5 

  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

  Oh! ---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

 

BLESSING  

Leader: God has not forsaken us in our time of grief.  

     Let us commit our course to God who delivers us.  

All: God keeps us safe in the face of trouble.  

        We can look to God for help in our need.  

Leader: Praise and glorify God in the great congregation.  

     Stand in awe to worship the Source of all life.  

All: God opens up for us a new and living way.  

        We are equipped for the challenges of each day.  

Leader: Let us look one another for support and encouragement.  

     Let us hold fast to our confession of hope.  

All: Evil will not have the last word.  

       The threat of death cannot stop the reign of love. Amen.  

 

POSTLUDE  
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Announcements 

Reminder: New Giving Options 

*You can now download the GivePlus+ app from either the Apple App Store or 

the Google Play Store to make a donation to New Life United Methodist Church 

ONLINE using your mobile app! 

*You can also check out the new “Give” tab on the church website: www.seymourumc.org for another elec-

tronic option to show your love for the Lord. 

 *e-giving options provided by Vanco Services, the church’s secure online giving vendor. 
           

Cloth Masks Needed: A Call for Assistance 

St. Vincent and St. Mary’s Hospitals are in need of cloth masks to launder and redistribute to preserve medical 

masks. They are going through 1,000+ masks daily between those two hospitals alone. Thank you in advance 

for helping them by making masks. Drop off is available daily from 10 AM—2 PM at 1001 Porlier St., Green Bay 

(across from St. Vincent Hospital) or at 2710 Executive Dr., Green Bay—HSHS Administrative Offices (drop box 

outside). For questions, contact Mary.Salm@hshs.org or call 920-433-8163. 
 

Pillars Meal Update 

Pillars is remaining open during this crisis in our community. They are still 

relying on volunteers to provide meals and support. Only 50 people are al-

lowed in the facility at this time. They have reduced their capacity so more 

space is allowed between mats. The guests are still sleeping on the floor in the same room and sharing bath-

room facilities. The challenge is to keep everyone safe and healthy. Pillars is asking for monetary donations at 

this time instead of food and/or supplies because their staff is not available to handle donations since they 

must be more diligent about cleaning and sanitizing the facilities. Options for work and other shelter have de-

creased during this time. Groups are being excused from serving the meal if they are uncomfortable about 

entering the shelter. If a group chooses not to serve the staff will serve the meal further stretching limited re-

sources. Currently we are planning on preparing the meal and serving dinner to our guests on Saturday, April 

18th. Your assistance is needed. We need people to prepare and serve the meal that day. The shelter suggests 

that volunteers over the age of 60 be excused from their commitment because of increased health risk. That 

means we need younger volunteers to serve the meal since most of our church family representatives that 

serve at the shelter exceed that age limit. Youth are still invited to come but must have adult members with 

them. Extra precautions are being taken with increased emphasis on hand washing, using hand sanitizers and 

gloves, and not touching your face. Social distancing is being practiced as much as possible by the staff and 

guests.  
 

Please continue to pray for this special segment of our population. Their options are extremely limited and 

they are very vulnerable to the consequences of the outbreak without the support networks that so many of 

us enjoy. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support this mission of our church. Please leave a message at the church office or 

contact Becky directly at 920-464-0320 to volunteer to help prepare and/or serve the meal. 
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