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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
A New year is just around the corner. By the time you read this article, we are probably already in
2022. Many people are excited to have a new year and celebrate it in a special way. While watching how people celebrate new year on TV, they seem to believe that this new year will give them a new life. However, as
you know, the new year does not have any magical power to transform our lives. In fact, there is no big difference between 12/31/2021 and 1/1/2022. It is a mere change of date as we experience every day. However,
despite this somewhat cold and objective understanding about the new year, I still believe it is special. This is
because it gives us an opportunity
to look back on our lives in the
past and dream about a better life
in the future. Some people might
look down on having new year’s
resolutions due to their ineffectiveness. However, I still think it is
valuable to have new year’s resolutions whether you fail or succeed
at them because of people’s imagination of a better future.
When you dream of a better life in 2022, what kind of new resolutions come to your mind? Read more
books? Drink less alcohol? Quit smoking? Eat veggies regularly? Plan a great vacation? Send more cards? Lose
some weight? Whatever they are, I think they will be beneficial for a better life. However, these new resolutions tend to focus on our body and mind. Somehow, I find that people in this world do not take care of their
spirit. Even believers who think spirit is critical for better life do not pay attention to spirit. In this materialistic
world, I strongly encourage our church members to think about, at least, one spiritual resolution for 2022.
People seem to believe that healthy spirituality or a deeper relationship with God is freely and naturally given by God or could be easily attained by little religious activities. However, it is a big misunderstanding
about spirituality or a relationship with God. It takes a lot of effort and time. For a deeper relationship with
God, people need to train themselves like an athlete delves into harsh training to win a game. As many spiritual ancestors said, God’s grace is free, but it is not cheap. There are several ways to deepen your relationship with God. We call them spiritual practices, spiritual habits, or spiritual discipline. John Wesley called
them “means of grace.” Whatever term you would like to use, they indicate the same thing. They are tangible
and practical ways to deepen our relationship with God.
According to John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, “spiritual habits” or “means of grace” can be
generally categorized into two: “Works of Mercy” and “Works of Piety.” Simply put, “Works of Mercy” indicate good deeds such as visiting the sick and feeding the hunger, and “Works of Piety” are about religious
practices, such as prayer, the Bible, worship and so on. If you are thinking about having a new spiritual resolution this year, I strongly encourage you to try a “Work of Piety” this year. This is because our church members
are good at “Works of Mercy” while they do not know how to do “Works of Piety.”
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Our church members’ passion for good deeds and missions are incredible. Our regular missions, such
as the Our Kids program, Pillars homeless shelter and food pantry are flourishing without any major difficulties, even in the pandemic. Furthermore, our seasonal reach-outs are always successful. Last Christmas season, we did several successful missions. All of the assigned Adopt-a-family cards on the tree were taken, a
giant sock for collecting socks for the youth was filled to the brim, and shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child were collected more than what we did before. In respect to “Works of Mercy,” I seriously think that I
need to learn from our church members. However, whenever I bring up “Works of Piety,” such as prayer,
reading the Bible, devotion, or worship, I
find uneasiness from our church members.
In fact, this is not only our church’s weakness, but also all denominational churches’
weaknesses. These weaknesses of the
churches were revealed in the pandemic.
The pandemic forced Christians to find a
way to deepen their relationship with God
without a lot of support from the congregation. In that situation, I found that many
Christians struggle with their spirituality,
not knowing what to do. If they were
trained enough with their prayer, Bible, and worship, I firmly believe that they would not struggle that much.
We need to learn seriously how to deepen our relationship with God through various spiritual habits or
works of piety. How about trying, at least, one of the spiritual practices this year as a New Year’s spiritual
resolution? In particular, I strongly recommend three spiritual practices: worship, prayer, and the Bible.

- New Sermon Series: “Closer to Thee”
In fact, I decided to preach about these spiritual practices for 9 weeks as a new sermon series, named
“Closer to Thee.” In this sermon series, I plan to talk about three essential spiritual practices: worship, prayer, and the Bible. I will not talk about the theological definition of these spiritual practices but will talk about
their practical aspects only. For example, I will not talk about what true worship is but talk about how to experience God deeply through worship. I will not talk about what prayer is but will talk about how to experience God vividly through prayer. I will not talk about what the Bible is but will talk about how to experience
God newly through reading the Bible. I will share these ways based on not only my readings and studying,
but also my personal experiences. If you only listen to this sermon series and understand by your mind, my
sermon series will be futile, not making any difference in your
life. This particular sermon series requires you to put some
spiritual practices into your practice. This is because a deeper
relationship with God through various spiritual practices cannot be attained by thinking and learning but only attained by
practicing habitually. You can learn spiritual practices not by
your mind, but by your body. If you are really serious about
deepening your relationship with God, learning various spiritual practices, I strongly recommend you read the following
books with my sermon series: “Celebration of Discipline” by
Richard Foster and “The Walk” by Adam Hamilton.
I hope this year, 2022, will be a monumental year for your spiritual life by learning and performing
various spiritual practices.
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JANUARY WORSHIP AND MISSION
DATE

CALENDAR

SERMON

1/2

New Year
Sunday

Sermon Series: CLOSER
TO THEE: “Spiritual
Practices”

1/9

1st Sunday
after the
Epiphany

Sermon Series: CLOSER
TO THEE: “Worship 1”

1/16

2nd Sunday
after the
Epiphany

WORSHIP

MISSION

- Bible Passage: 1 Timothy
4:6-10
- Communion

- Young Adult Gathering (2)
- Men’s Group (3)
- Trustee Meeting (6)

- Bible Passage: Revelation
4:11

- Church Council (9)
- Confirmation (9)

Sermon Series: CLOSER
TO THEE: “Worship 2”

- Bible Passage: Matthew
13:1-9, 18-23

- Pillars Homeless Shelter
Meal (15)
- Confirmation (16)

1/23

3rd Sunday
after the
Epiphany

Sermon Series: CLOSER
TO THEE: “Worship 3”

- Bible Passage: Psalm 96

1/30

4th Sunday
after the
Epiphany

Sermon Series: CLOSER
TO THEE: “Prayer 1”

- Bible Passage: Matthew
7:7-11

- Confirmation (23)

- Confirmation (30)
- Pastor’s Retreat (2/4-5)

CONFIRMATION NEWS
Mid-Evaluation Meeting
All confirmands, their parents, and their mentors will have a mid-evaluation meeting on Sunday, Febth
ruary 6 at 5:00 PM. In this meeting, we will check where we are in the process of confirmation and evaluate the program so far. Also, we will discuss the future plan including details about the confirmation retreat.
All confirmands, parents, and mentors, please mark your calendars.
Wesleyan Heritage Confirmation Retreat
All confirmands are strongly encouraged to join the Wesleyan
Heritage Confirmation Retreat from 6:30 PM Friday, March 4 through
3:30 Saturday, March 5. During this retreat, many confirmands from
UMC churches in Wisconsin gather at Lake Lucerne Camp to learn
about Wesleyan tradition, theology, history, connection, music, and
mission, and have a fun time. This retreat is designed for confirmands,
but any youth members who are interested in this program are welcome to join. Also, we need at least two chaperones over the age of 21. If you are interested in this confirmation retreat, please let the pastor or the office know as soon as possible and submit the registration form
by Sunday, February 13th. Registration cost is $75 per person.
Date: 6:30 PM Friday, March 4 through 3:30 PM Saturday, March 5
Location: Lake Lucerne Camp (W6460 County Road YY, Neshkoro, WI 54960)
Registration Cost: $75
Registration Deadline: Sunday, February 13
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MEN’S GROUP
Monday, January 3 · 8:00 AM at New Life UMC City Site
Our December get-together started out with some discussion on searching for meaning
and purpose in this life journey. A quote, “Most men lead lives of quiet desperation.” We then
talked more about Joseph and his emotions and perspective with the directive he was given with
the virgin Mary.
Our on-going relationship building took us to what can we do as a group? Suggestions mentioned on
sight tours, bringing in speakers, demonstrations, filling a need involving light service work, doing a community meal annually.
Our next gathering is Monday, January 3 at 8 AM in the City Site library. Come and bring a buddy or
two, seek us out just as the shepherds and wise men did to see the birth of the Christ child in the stable.
Hoping all had a pleasant Christmas!
Terry Buechner (920-833-9990)

FINANCE UPDATE
NOTICE: Due to our supplier receiving an abundance of orders late in the year, our 2022
offering envelopes will not arrive before Sunday, January 2. For your offering, please use the
enclosed envelope and write your name and/or current envelope number on the outside of
the envelope. Your new envelopes will be available as soon as possible. Thank you for your
patience and understanding.

JANUARY CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The January Church Council Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 9 at 11:15 AM.

JANUARY CITY SITE WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Sunday

Liturgist

Acolyte

Greeter

January 2

Avery Lang

Sammy Bunnell

Lang Family
Connor Steffens,
Mason Bunnell

January 9
January 16

Avery Lang

PowerPoint

Wyatt Bunnell

Lang Family

January 23
January 30
Please visit the sign-up sheet at the City Site to volunteer for any open positions.
We appreciate your assistance in helping to bring the Word of God to others!
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PILLARS ADULT SHELTER
We are continuing our monthly obligation to Pillars Adult
Warming Shelter in Appleton. FYI - if a homeless person in the Seymour area is in need of shelter they are transported to one of the Appleton facilities such as Pillars because we are in Outagamie County.
This is another reason it is hard to clearly identify those that are homeless or nearly homeless as that would
cause them to be removed from their community and family ties. Unfortunately, a very negative sigma is
attached to being homeless even if it is due to circumstances beyond their control. We need to be much
more conscious of those facing homelessness in our community and take action if at all possible - sometimes
it's as simple as giving a referral to an agency or extending a helping hand and encouragement. The cycle of
homelessness has not been broken - in fact the need for shelter and services is increasing.
Currently, Pillars is housing 60 adults most evenings. Our congregation has committed to providing a nutritious meal each month. We are seeking individuals, families or groups that would like to become involved.
We are looking for volunteers to prepare some or all of the meal and 5 - 6 servers to go to the shelter and
serve and clean up afterwards. We are taking reservations to help for January 15, February 19, March 19 and
April 16 right now. Don't miss your opportunity! The meal should be available to pick up from the church by
4:30 p.m. on that Saturday. (Funds are available to help with the food purchase.) Servers should plan on arriving at the shelter around 5 p.m. and leave by 7:30 p.m. Transportation is available from the church to the
shelter in Appleton. Please contact the church office, Pastor, or Becky Mueller to sign up.
Anyone who like to make a donation to this program has several options - you may volunteer for future service, you can make a donation to the “Food for the Hungry" fund in our church budget, you can give a donation of warm weather wear to be delivered to the shelter (socks, hat, gloves, long underwear, etc,) when we
serve, a monetary donation directly to the shelter or through the church office - designate your desire. After
the New Year toiletries will be collected for both Community 2000 and Pillars. Ask for more options to become involved.
Finally, Praise God for all the blessings you have and for ways you can most effectively help others less fortunate.
Becky Mueller

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
An ecumenical bible study is being held every Tuesday afternoon from 3:00 - 4:30
p.m. in the City Site library. Everyone is invited to participate in the discussion, even your
friends from the community - we are ecumenical in nature, welcoming all. We are finishing
up our discussion of the Minor Prophets and will begin studying the gospel of Matthew. We
listen to a recording of the verses together and then compare study notes and discuss our
questions about the passages. No special knowledge is required or needed. We are learning together from
each other. Please join us for a special time to learn more about what the bible says and how it relates to our
lives. For more information, you can contact Joyce Buttles or Becky Mueller. Our plan is to continue to meet
each Tuesday of the month unless bad weather intervenes. If the school is called off for a 'snow day' we will
cancel our study. If interested, please come to meeting or give Joyce or myself a call.
Becky cell 920-464-0320, Joyce 920-833-2985

New Life UMC

Page 6

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are gathering information on whether or not there is interest in an
Adult Sunday School class. Class could meet on Sunday at 8:45 AM before
City Site worship, but we are open to ideas about different days/times. If
you’d like to explore the idea of an adult class, please contact Becky
Mueller at 920-464-0320 or call the church office at 920-833-7308. Thanks!

BELL CHOIR
Bell Choir is taking a break in January. We will return to practice on Sunday, February 6.
Practice is every Sunday at 8:30 AM at the City Site. We need more hands to ring the bells! You
do not need to know how to read music to play. Anyone interested in playing handbells is encouraged to contact Melissa Rettler at 920-841-0519 or the church office….or simply show up to practice!

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING
Sunday, January 2 · 11:30 AM at the Parsonage
We will gather to eat Korean food and play board games together! All young
adults (20s & 30s) are encouraged to join us. Young couples, please bring your children—sitters will be available. RSVP to Pastor Ho Lee so he can plan numbers for
lunch. We hope you can join us!

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE
The January-February edition of the Upper Room daily devotional is available in the wooden box outside the City Site main entrance. Please feel free to take one for yourself or give it to a friend. Thank you

Class Update
Classes for all 6th—12th graders resume on Wed, Jan. 5.
We'll celebrate our postponed Christmas party in class on Wed Jan. 12th.

Lake Lucerne Youth Retreat
Leaving Friday, Feb 11th from church at 6:00pm and return Sunday, Feb 13th at 11:00 am.
Enjoy spiritual time in nature, games, movies, etc.
Bring your outdoor winter gear, clothes/pj's/toiletries, sleeping bag/blanket and pillow.
Meals will be provided but please bring a refillable water bottle and a snack to share.
Those interested in attending must have covenant and medical form on file, a signed permission and $15.
Space is limited so please sign up by January 21st, 2022.

GOD’S SCHOOL UPDATE
God’s School classes for 3 year-olds through 5th graders resume on Wednesday,
January 5. We meet from 6—7:15 PM at the City Site for worship and class. Everyone is
welcome to join! Tell your friends, family, and neighbors about our program.
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OUR KIDS WEEKEND SNACK BAGS UPDATE
It was with great joy that I delivered
bags of new socks to the Middle/
High School clothes closet. Thanks so
much to all those who donated
socks for local students. Our giant
stocking was almost full to the top!

Our Kids fundraisers this holiday season were overwhelmingly supported by this caring and
generous congregation and community. A record 98 boxes of cookie dough were sold. More
vendors/crafters and shoppers than ever before participated in the Craft/Vendor Sale that took place at St.
John’s Gym on Dec. 4. Crafters and vendors donated over $620 to the Our Kids program that day. Our Kids
was also blessed with proceeds from the sale of lots of candy, cookies and cookie dough at the event. The
Our Kids table at New Life UMC’s Craft Sale on Dec. 4 also saw lots of action. Fifty Scrip cards, 27 boxes of
cookie dough, 25 Melaleuca lip balms, and 18 bags of caramel puffcorn were sold at the event with proceeds
helping local students at risk of weekend hunger. Our Kids was also blessed with over $125 in donations
placed in the donation jar that day. God is so good! I am humbled by and grateful for your support!

Thank you, thank you, thank you to Chris Bunnell for giving her time, resources and talents
to support Our Kids with her Homemade Candy Sale. Thanks for all the candy orders! If you
would like to order candy for after the holidays, I believe we can convince Chris to continue
making candy through January. Find candy order forms on the Our Kids table in the narthex
at the City Site or contact Kate or Chris to place an order.

Don’t forget! The Our Kids Scrip program continues throughout the year. Think of Scrip gift
cards for gas, groceries, restaurants and gifts
all year long. Scrip cards cost you no extra
money and Our Kids gets paid by the company
when you purchase the cards thru Our Kids.
Place your orders by 6:00 pm on January 2, 16
and 30. Contact Kate 920-639-1139 for help placing an order.

SEYMOUR FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
January: Canned Vegetables, Bagged Brown Rice, Dried Beans & Peas
Thank you for your ongoing support of the very neediest families in our community!
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1st
Ashlee Olujic
nd
2
Bruce Brinkman
2nd
Greg Marcks
th
8
Russell Tilot
th
9
DaVeena Cornette
9th
Bev Lambie
th
10
Clara Vander Heiden
th
10
Sarah Wussow
11th
Hannah Rettler
th
12
Brady Mueller
th
12
Bella Salaj
12th
Joyce Sherman
th
15
Paul Gardner
th
15
Kelly Sabrowsky
16th
Gracie Vander Heiden
th
16
Jorey Wussow
th
18
Sawyer Noel
20th
Tina Murphy
th
20
Adelynn Salmeron
th
20
Carey St. Thomas
21st
Darlene Butters

21st
22nd
23rd
25th
25th
27th
28th
31st

Lane Nygren
Scott Marcks
Ann Peotter
Maci Heagle
Kathy Lotter
Lydia Albert
Corey Miller
Bill Seidl

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
11th
Larry & Sandy Wussow
th
12
Brian & Julie Blohm
15th
Russell & Susan Tilot
th
24
Bo & Chris Skenandore
th
28
Bob & Susie Prokop

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED AT HILLSIDE APARTMENTS
The Outagamie County Housing Authority is accepting applications for Hillside Apartments, located at
526 W Factory St, Seymour. They offer disabled or
elderly units, controlled entry, nurse advocate, service coordinator, transportation program available
for disabled and elderly units, on-call maintenance,
coin-operated laundry. Rent is based on your adjusted income. The units are smoke-free offering quality and
comfort, carefree living with a community room and patio with table, chairs and grill. Call 920-734-5596 for a
tour or visit www.outagamiehousing.us.

Monday

3
8 AM Men’s Group
7:30 PM Dartball at
New Life UMC

10
7:30 PM Dartball Make-up

17
7:30 PM Dartball Captain’s
Meeting

24
7:30 PM Dartball Playoffs

31
7:30 PM Dartball Playoffs

Sunday

2
SCRIP Orders Due
8:30 AM Worship with
Communion—Country
810 AM Worship w/
Communion/Sunday School
11:30 AM Young Adult
Gathering—Parsonage

9
8:30 AM Worship —Country
10 AM Worship / Sunday
School
11:15 AM Church Council
5 PM Confirmation Class

16
SCRIP Orders Due
8:30 AM Worship—Country
10 AM Worship / Sunday
School
5 PM Confirmation Class

23
8:30 AM Worship —Country
10 AM Worship / Sunday
School
5 PM Confirmation

30
SCRIP Orders Due
8:30 AM Worship —Country
10 AM Worship / Sunday
School
5 PM Confirmation Class

25
3 PM Bible Study

18
3 PM Bible Study

11
3 PM Bible Study

4
3 PM Bible Study

Tuesday

January 2022

26
6 PM Religious Education

19
6 PM Religious Education

12
6 PM Religious Education

5
6 PM Religious Education

Wednesday

27

20

13

6
6 PM Trustees Meeting

Thursday

28
Pastor’s Sabbath

21
Church Council Retreat
February Youth Retreat
Registration Deadline

14
Pastor’s Sabbath

7
Pastors’ Sabbath

Friday

29

22
Church Council Retreat

15
4—8 PM Pillars Adult
Shelter Meal Served

1/8

Saturday

Office Hours Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 8 AM—3 PM;
Tuesday 8 AM—Noon unless otherwise noted
Event location is City Site unless a different site is specified.
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